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St. John Evangelical Lutheran Church                 Sunday, January 1, 2023 

229 South Broad Street          Name of Jesus 

Jersey Shore, PA 17740           First Sunday of Christmas 

570-398-1676 

 
Introduction to the Day 

From the beginning, through baptism, we are called Christian. We are “Christ-ened” at the font. 

Bearing Christ’s name, we share the same Father and are invited to address this parent 

intimately: Abba! Jesus bears our sins in humble obedience to the will of God. Today we pray 

that the mind of Christ, whose name we bear, would be our own. It is a good way to begin, 

again, another year. 

 

SHARING OUR JOYS AND CONCERNS 
 

PRELUDE  
 

Call to Worship 

Leader: We will recount the gracious deeds of the Lord, the praiseworthy acts of the Lord. 

People: Because of all that the Lord has done for us, according to the abundance of his  

    steadfast love. 

Leader: He will become our Savior, his presence will save us in our distress. 

People: In his love and in his pity he will redeem us, and we will sing his praises! 

 

Opening Carol “The Twelve Days of Christmas”  

On the First day of Christmas my true love (God) gave to me 

A Partridge in a Pear Tree (Jesus Christ on the cross). 

On the Second Day of Christmas my true love gave to me 

Two Turtle Doves (Old and New Testaments), 

and a partridge in a pear tree. 

Third:  Three French Hens (Trinity or Gifts of the Magi, Matt 2:11) 

Fourth:  Four Calling Birds (4 Evangelists: Matthew, Mark, Luke, John) 

Fifth:  Five Golden Rings (Pentateuch: Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, Deuteronomy) 

Sixth:  Six Geese a laying (6 days of creation, Genesis 1) 

Seventh: Seven Swans a swimming (7 miracles in John’s gospel) 

Eighth: Eight Maids a milking (8 Beatitudes, Matt 5:3-11) 

Ninth: Nine Ladies dancing (9 Fruits of the Spirit, Galatians 5:22) 

Tenth: Ten Lords a leaping (10 Commandments, Deut. 5:7-21) 

Eleventh: Eleven Pipers piping (11 faithful disciples, Acts 1:12-26) 
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Twelfth: Twelve Drummers drumming (12 points in the Apostles’ Creed) 

 

Because Roman Catholics in England from 1558-1829 were forbidden to practice their religion, 

this song was written to help teach the faith to their children. 

The assembly is seated. 

The Twelve Days of Christmas 

Christmas Day             December 25 

Luke 2:7 And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid 

him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn. 
 

Prayer of the Day 

Eternal Father, you gave your incarnate Son the holy name of Jesus to be a sign of our 

salvation. Plant in every heart the love of the Savior of the world, Jesus Christ our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

Day 1 - Saint Stephen’s Day         December 26 

Acts 6:1-5, 8-15  1Now during those days, when the disciples were increasing in number, the 

Hellenists complained against the Hebrews because their widows were being neglected in the 

daily distribution of food. 2And the twelve called together the whole community of the disciples 

and said, "It is not right that we should neglect the word of God in order to wait on 

tables. 3Therefore, friends, select from among yourselves seven men of good standing, full of the 

Spirit and of wisdom, whom we may appoint to this task, 4while we, for our part, will devote 

ourselves to prayer and to serving the word." 5What they said pleased the whole community, and 

they chose Stephen, a man full of faith and the Holy Spirit, together with Philip, Prochorus, 

Nicanor, Timon, Parmenas, and Nicolaus, a proselyte of Antioch.  
8Stephen, full of grace and power, did great wonders and signs among the people. 9Then some 

of those who belonged to the synagogue of the Freedmen (as it was called), Cyrenians, 

Alexandrians, and others of those from Cilicia and Asia, stood up and argued with Stephen. 10But 

they could not withstand the wisdom and the Spirit with which he spoke. 11Then they secretly 

instigated some men to say, "We have heard him speak blasphemous words against Moses and 

God." 12They stirred up the people as well as the elders and the scribes; then they suddenly 

confronted him, seized him, and brought him before the council. 13They set up false witnesses 

who said, "This man never stops saying things against this holy place and the law; 14for we have 

heard him say that this Jesus of Nazareth will destroy this place and will change the customs that 

Moses handed on to us." 15And all who sat in the council looked intently at him, and they saw 

that his face was like the face of an angel. 
 

Carol -  “Good King Wenceslas”       

1.Good King Wenceslas looked out      

On the feast of Stephen           

When the snow lay round about        

Deep and crisp and even          
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Brightly shone the moon that night      

Though the frost was cruel           

When a poor man came in sight        

Gath'ring winter fuel            

Day 2 - Saint John, Apostle & Evangelist    December 27 

John 1:1-9; 21:20-25  1In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the 

Word was God. 2He was in the beginning with God. 3All things came into being through him, 

and without him not one thing came into being. What has come into being 4in him was life, and 

the life was the light of all people. 5The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not 

overcome it. 
6There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7He came as a witness to testify to the 

light, so that all might believe through him. 8He himself was not the light, but he came to testify 

to the light. 9The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. 

20Peter turned and saw the disciple whom Jesus loved following them; he was the one who had 

reclined next to Jesus at the supper and had said, "Lord, who is it that is going to betray 

you?" 21When Peter saw him, he said to Jesus, "Lord, what about him?" 22Jesus said to him, "If it 

is my will that he remain until I come, what is that to you? Follow me!" 23So the rumor spread in 

the community that this disciple would not die. Yet Jesus did not say to him that he would not 

die, but, "If it is my will that he remain until I come, what is that to you?" 
24This is the disciple who is testifying to these things and has written them, and we know that his 

testimony is true. 25But there are also many other things that Jesus did; if every one of them were 

written down, I suppose that the world itself could not contain the books that would be written. 

 

Carol - “Hark the Herald Angels Sing”    270  1 verse 

 

Day 3 - The Holy Innocents         December 28 

Matthew 2:13-1813Now after they had left, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream 

and said, "Get up, take the child and his mother, and flee to Egypt, and remain there until I tell 

you; for Herod is about to search for the child, to destroy him." 14Then Joseph got up, took the 

child and his mother by night, and went to Egypt, 15and remained there until the death of Herod. 

This was to fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord through the prophet, "Out of Egypt I have 

called my son." 
16When Herod saw that he had been tricked by the wise men, he was infuriated, and he sent and 

killed all the children in and around Bethlehem who were two years old or under, according to 

the time that he had learned from the wise men. 17Then was fulfilled what had been spoken 

through the prophet Jeremiah: 

 18"A voice was heard in Ramah, 

 wailing and loud lamentation, 

 Rachel weeping for her children; 

 she refused to be consoled, because they are no more." 
 

silence 
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Day 4 - Nativity             December 29 

Luke 2:8-16 8In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their 

flock by night. 9Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone 

around them, and they were terrified. 10But the angel said to them, "Do not be afraid; for see — I 

am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: 11to you is born this day in the city of 

David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. 12This will be a sign for you: you will find a child 

wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger." 13And suddenly there was with the angel a 

multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying, 

 14"Glory to God in the highest heaven, 

 and on earth peace among those whom he favors!" 
15When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, "Let us 

go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made known to 

us." 16So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. 
 

Carol - “Away in a Manger”  277  vs. 1 & 2 
 

Day 5 - The Holy Family          December 30 

Luke 2:25-35  25Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon; this man was 

righteous and devout, looking forward to the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit rested on 

him. 26It had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he had 

seen the Lord's Messiah. 27Guided by the Spirit, Simeon came into the temple; and when the 

parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for him what was customary under the law, 28Simeon 

took him in his arms and praised God, saying, 

 29"Master, now you are dismissing your servant in peace, 

 according to your word; 

 30for my eyes have seen your salvation, 

 31which you have prepared in the presence of all peoples, 

 32a light for revelation to the Gentiles 

 and for glory to your people Israel." 
33And the child's father and mother were amazed at what was being said about him. 34Then 

Simeon blessed them and said to his mother Mary, "This child is destined for the falling and the 

rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be opposed 35so that the inner thoughts of 

many will be revealed — and a sword will pierce your own soul too." 
 

Carol - “Silent Night, Holy Night” 281 verse 1 
 

Day 6 - Watch Night            December 31 

Matthew 25:31-40  31When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, 

then he will sit on the throne of his glory. 32All the nations will be gathered before him, and he 

will separate people one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats, 33and he 

will put the sheep at his right hand and the goats at the left. 34Then the king will say to those at 

his right hand, 'Come, you that are blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you 

from the foundation of the world; 35for I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you 

gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, 36I was naked and you gave 

me clothing, I was sick and you took care of me, I was in prison and you visited me.' 37Then the 

righteous will answer him, 'Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry and gave you food, or 

thirsty and gave you something to drink? 38And when was it that we saw you a stranger and 

welcomed you, or naked and gave you clothing? 39And when was it that we saw you sick or in 
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prison and visited you?' 40And the king will answer them, 'Truly I tell you, just as you did it to 

one of the least of these who are members of my family, you did it to me.' 
 

Carol - “Joy to the World”  267  vs. 3 & 4 
 

 

Day 7 - Mary, Mother of Our Lord      January 1 

Luke 2:16-21  16So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in 

the manger. 17When they saw this, they made known what had been told them about this 

child; 18and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them. 19But Mary treasured 

all these words and pondered them in her heart. 20The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising 

God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them. 
21After eight days had passed, it was time to circumcise the child; and he was called Jesus, the 

name given by the angel before he was conceived in the womb. 
 

Carol - “What Child Is This?” 296   vs. 1 
 

The assembly stands. 
 

Day 8 - Incarnation            January 2 

John 1:14  14And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the 

glory as of a father's only son, full of grace and truth. 

 

Prayers of Intercession 

A:  United with the great cloud of witnesses throughout the ages, we pray for the church, the 

world, and all who are in need. 

A brief silence. 

Guide your church to confess that Jesus is Lord. Fill us with wonder at the good and saving news 

of Jesus. May we treasure your words and meditate upon them, that we reveal your glory to the 

world with humility and hope. Hear us, O God. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 

A:  Your name, O God, is majestic in all the earth. You set the moon and stars in their courses. 

You are mindful of every work of your hand: flocks and cattle, birds and fish, seas and fields. 

Make us wise stewards of your creation. Hear us, O God. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 

A:  Bless the nations with your grace and peace. Inspire and uphold treaties, cease-fires, and 

international agreements that seek to calm strife between nations. Shield all those who work to 

protect vulnerable populations from exploitation or danger. Hear us, O God. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 

A:  We cry, “Abba! Father!” as we seek your loving care in times of need. Heal those wounded 

by hurtful words. Console all who are weighed down by depression and anxiety. Call by name 

any who feel unloved, misunderstood, or rejected. Heal the sick (especially). Hear us, O God. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 

A:  Reveal yourself to us in the fullness of time, O God. Give us gratitude for what has been and 

hope for what is to come. Grace us with your presence during transitions: new jobs or schools, 

new homes, new diagnoses, or new relationships. Hear us, O God. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 
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A:  God of vocation, we ask your Spirit to move in the hearts of those who are discerning 

becoming summer camp counselors. Lift up faithful, compassionate, and wise leaders for the 

2023 Camp Mount Luther summer staff that our children might be transformed for the sake of 

the gospel. Hear us, O God. 

C:  Your mercy is great.   

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

A:  With thanksgiving, we remember all the saints who proclaimed the name of Jesus in life and 

who now rest in glory. Show us our inheritance as adopted heirs of eternal life. Hear us, O God. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 

P:  In the company of your saints we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your eternal 

mercy and love; through Jesus Christ our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 
 

The assembly is seated. 

 

Day 9 - Baptism              January 3 

John 1:19-36  19This is the testimony given by John when the Jews sent priests and Levites 

from Jerusalem to ask him, "Who are you?" 20He confessed and did not deny it, but confessed, "I 

am not the Messiah." 21And they asked him, "What then? Are you Elijah?" He said, "I am not." 

"Are you the prophet?" He answered, "No." 22Then they said to him, "Who are you? Let us have 

an answer for those who sent us. What do you say about yourself?" 23He said, 

 "I am the voice of one crying out in the wilderness, 

 'Make straight the way of the Lord,'" 

as the prophet Isaiah said. 
24Now they had been sent from the Pharisees. 25They asked him, "Why then are you baptizing if 

you are neither the Messiah, nor Elijah, nor the prophet?" 26John answered them, "I baptize with 

water. Among you stands one whom you do not know, 27the one who is coming after me; I am 

not worthy to untie the thong of his sandal." 28This took place in Bethany across the Jordan 

where John was baptizing. 
29The next day he saw Jesus coming toward him and declared, "Here is the Lamb of God who 

takes away the sin of the world! 30This is he of whom I said, 'After me comes a man who ranks 

ahead of me because he was before me.' 31I myself did not know him; but I came baptizing with 

water for this reason, that he might be revealed to Israel." 32And John testified, "I saw the Spirit 

descending from heaven like a dove, and it remained on him. 33I myself did not know him, but 

the one who sent me to baptize with water said to me, 'He on whom you see the Spirit descend 

and remain is the one who baptizes with the Holy Spirit.' 34And I myself have seen and have 

testified that this is the Son of God." 
35The next day John again was standing with two of his disciples, 36and as he watched Jesus walk 

by, he exclaimed, "Look, here is the Lamb of God!" 
  

People: And the glory of the Lord has risen upon you. 

Leader: Nations shall come to your light 

People: And sovereigns to the Brightness of your rising. 
 

Carol - “Go Tell It on the Mountain” 290   v. 3  

 



 7 

Day 10 - Peace             January 4 

Leader: Arise, shine; for your light has come, 

Day 11 - Eve of Epiphany           January 5 

Matthew 2:1 1In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise 

men from the East came to Jerusalem, 

Carol - “The First Noel” 300 vs. 1  

 

Day 12 - Epiphany              January 6 

Matthew 2:2-12 2"Where is the child who has been born king of the Jews? For we observed 

his star at its rising, and have come to pay him homage." 3When King Herod heard this, he was 

frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; 4and calling together all the chief priests and scribes of 

the people, he inquired of them where the Messiah was to be born. 5They told him, "In 

Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been written by the prophet: 

 6'And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 

 are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; 

 for from you shall come a ruler 

 who is to shepherd my people Israel.'" 
7Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the exact time when the star 

had appeared. 8Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, "Go and search diligently for the child; 

and when you have found him, bring me word so that I may also go and pay him 

homage." 9When they had heard the king, they set out; and there, ahead of them, went the star 

that they had seen at its rising, until it stopped over the place where the child was. 10When they 

saw that the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. 11On entering the house, they 

saw the child with Mary his mother; and they knelt down and paid him homage. Then, opening 

their treasure chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 12And having been 

warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they left for their own country by another road. 

Carol - “We Three Kings”  v.1 

We three kings of Orient are; bearing gifts we traverse afar, 

Field and fountain, moor and mountain, following yonder star.’ 

Oh, star of wonder, star of night, Star with royal beauty bright;  

Westward leading, still proceeding, guide us to thy perfect light! 

 

Our Offerings This is our response to God's grace. 
 

CHOIR ANTHEM  There is a Name I Love to Hear   
 

 The assembly stands. 

OFFERTORY  

Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit with me. 

Cast me not away from your presence and take not your Holy Spirit from me. 

Restore to me the joy of your salvation, and uphold me with your free Spirit. 

 

OFFERING PRAYER 
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A:  God of abundance, 

receive and bless these gifts we have offered. 

Join our hearts with the song of the angels, 

and gather us at your table of celebration. 

Strengthen us to share with all the world 

the abundance of your grace upon grace, 

poured out in Jesus Christ, the Word made flesh. 

Amen. 

 

The Words of Institution and the Lord’s Prayer 
 

Words of Institution 
 

Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, who 

preached good news to the poor, and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.  
 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: “Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do 

this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:  

“This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of 

sin.  Do this for the remembrance of me.” 
 

Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of all who share this 

heavenly food, the body and blood of Jesus Christ our Lord; to whom, with you and the Holy 

Spirit, be all glory and honor, now and forever. AMEN 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER P 145 (in the beginning of the hymnal) 
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION  

P: Glory to God in the highest! 

Come to the table of peace. 
 

COMMUNION 

When giving the bread and cup, the communion ministers say 

The body of Christ, given for you. 

The blood of Christ, shed for you. 

and each person may respond    Amen. 
 

Communion Song   Lamb of God You Take Away  p.146 
 

SONG AFTER COMMUNION    Jesus, Name Above All Names  

 (repeat twice) 

 Jesus, name above all names, beautiful Savior, glorious Lord, 

 Emmanuel, God is with us, blessed Redeemer, living Word 
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

A: God our redeemer, 

you have fed us at this table 

with gifts of grace, truth, and life. 

As you have gathered us in joy, 

send us forth as messengers of your peace. 

Make us shine with the good news of your glory, 

born to us in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 
 

SENDING 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 
 

BLESSING  

God bless you and keep you, 

☩ Jesus grant you grace and truth, 

and the Spirit send peace upon your hearts, 

now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

Closing Carol  “The Twelve Days of Christmas”  bulletin p 1-2   v. 12 only 

 

DISMISSAL 

P:  Christ the Savior is born! 

Go in peace. Proclaim this good news. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Remember in prayer: Rowan Aldridge, Dave Barner, Agnes Cryder, Don & Helen Delaney, 

Joanne Fisher, Joann Hall, Mick Miller, David Mitchell, the Snyder family, Charles and Candace 

Welshans, and all of our shut-ins. 

  

We also remember in prayer Family Promise; Presiding Bishop Elizabeth Eaton – ELCA; Bishop 

Craig A. Miller - USS; for our Companion Synods in Liberia and Ansbach-Wurzburg, Germany; 

and we pray for peace in Ukraine and an end to war. 

  

We pray for the safety of our military troops around the world including Mark Baier, Isaac 

Boring, Jade Cordrey, Ben Cramer, Trevor and Nehemiah Eberhart, Patrick Hamlin, Paul 

Laidacker, Kenny Leitch, Steven Moore, Maddison Myers, Tyler O’Neal, Adam Shaffer, Richie 

Speicher, Aaron Stabley, Paul St. James, and Jenna White. We also lift up in prayer their 

families who strive to keep a normalcy in the family and continue on often with added stress. 
 

Special thanks to this week’s helpers: Lector –Kathy Brundick; Assisting Ministers – Deb 

Heydrich, Ron Brundick; Head Usher –Bob Wehler; Teller –Brayden Wehler; Bulletin 

Sponsor— Cynthia Breon; Flowers – Jean Ann Snyder. 
 

Next week’s helper: Lector –Darlene Bilby; Assisting Ministers—Bill Ely Jr, Ken Dougherty; 

Head Usher –Bob Wehler; Teller –Brayden Wehler; Bulletin Sponsor – ; Children’s Church –

Molly Hollick;  Flowers --   
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The Sanctuary Candle is sponsored in January in honor of choir members and organists by 

anonymous.  
  

The Lutheran Church Women’s Prayer Chain is a vital ministry of St. John Lutheran.  Anyone in 

need of prayers is asked to contact any of the following persons:   
Gloria Ely – 570-873-3597       Joyce Braucht - 570-398-2852 
  

Christian Education is seeking volunteers to lead Children’s Church once a month. If interested 

please see Cathy Eisner. The 4th and 5th Sundays are open. 
 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED TO RESUME NURSERY.  We are in need of adult and teen 

volunteers to supervise toddlers/babies in the nursery during church. Please contact Molly 

Hollick, or Ken Dougherty if you would be willing to help out or have any questions. Our hope 

is to get enough volunteers to have a monthly rotation cycle.  
 

Annual Reports - A reminder to the chairs of all ministries of St. John Lutheran – your annual 

reports must be submitted to the office by January 12 to be included in the annual report to the 

congregation at the annual congregation meeting on February 6, 2022.  
 

Your 2023 Offering Envelopes are available in the Tower of the Church. Please pick up yours 

and any of your relatives. Only a small number of people use envelopes but it is an important 

stewardship tool. If there are no envelopes with your name on, please contact Laurel Gottschall 

for envelopes. It costs us $3.60 to mail one box of $1.30 envelopes. Please save us money and 

pick up your envelopes or give electronically. Forms are available from the office or you can 

give on-line via the Vanco app. 
 

THIS WEEK’S EVENTS 
Sunday, January 1, 2023      Name of Jesus 

            9:30 a.m.  Nave Worship Service. 

 Catechism on own read assignment 

Tuesday, January 3, 2023 

 2:00 p.m. Communions at Promedica 

 7:00 p.m. Council Meeting 

Wednesday, January 4, 2023 

 10:00 a.m. Trinity Episcopal Worship. You are invited to attend.   

Thursday, January 5, 2023 

 7:00 p.m. showing of movie “Why the Nativity” by Dr. David Jeremiah at St John  

Friday, January 6, 2023 

 7:00 p.m. Epiphany service at St James 

Sunday, January 8, 2023      Baptism of Our Lord 

            9:30 a.m.  Nave Worship Service  

 

The Altar Flowers are given to the glory of God and in loving memory of our son, 

Rick Snyder, given by his family. 


