
St. John Evangelical Lutheran Church
229 South Broad Street
Jersey Shore, PA 11740
570-398-t616

Sunday, Decemberl l, 2022

3rd Sunday ofAdvent

Children's Church will meet upstairs in the youth Sunday School room at end ofthe
hallway at 9:30 a.m. Please take your child there before worship begins.

Introduction to tlne d^y At the heart of ottr Advent preparation stands John the Baptist, who
calls us to repent and make a nev'beginning. As the darlorcss increases, we turn toward the

approaching light of Christ. For Christians he is the root o.fJesse, the righteous judge who
v'elcomes all, especially the poor and meek of the earth. We wait with hope .for that day when the
wolf will dwell with the lamb, and there will be no more hurt or destruction. From the Lord's
table we are sent in the spirit ofJohn the Baptist to proclaim that in Christ the kingdom of God
has come near.

SHARING OAR JOYS AND CONCERNS

Prelude

GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people ofGod.

LIGHTING THE ADVENT WREATH

The Advent Wreath. One oJ'the best-known customs for the season is the Adyent wreath. The
$.reath and winter candleJighting in the midst of growing darlcness strengthen some of the
Advent images found in the Bible. The unbroken circle of greens is clearly an image oJ
everlasting life, a victory wreath, the crown of Christ, or the v,heel of time itselJ. Christians use
the wreath as a sign that Christ reaches into our time to lead us to the light of eyerlasting lfe.
The four candles mark the progress of the four weeks of Advent and the growth of light.
Somettmes the wreath is embellished with ndtural dried flowers or fruit. Its evergreen branches
lead the household and the congregation to the evergreen Christmas lree. In many homes, the

family gathers.for prayers around the wreath.

Third Week of Advent
Use this blessing w,hen lighting three candles.
Blessed are you, God of might and majesty, for you promise to make the desert rejoice and
blossom, to watch over the strangers, and to set the prisoners free.
As we light these candles, satisfu our hunger with your good gifts, open our eyes to the great

things you have done for us, and fill us with patience until the coming of the Lord Jesus.

0 ransomed people of the Lord, come,
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let us travel on God's holy way
and enter into Zion with singing. Amen.

Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah 240
Light three candles to watch for Messiah:
Let the light banish darlorcss.
Li,ft your heads and lift high the gateuay
For the King of glory

On your slip of blue paper, in ONE word, write one thing that brings you jgy in the world.

GATIIERING SONG: Prepare the Royal Highway 264

GREETING
P: The grace ofour Lord Jesus Christ, the love ofGod,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C: And also, with you.

KYRIE P. 139

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Stir up the wills ofall who look to you, Lord God, and strengthen our faith in your coming, that,
transformed by grace, we may walk in your way; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

The assemblv is seated.

WORI)
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song

L: A reading from Isaiah.

First Reading: Isaiah 35:l-10
The prophet describes the returnfrom the Babylonian captivi1) as ajoyous procession to Zion.
God's coming reign v,ill bring a renewal oJ-creation in v,hich health and wholeness v'ill be

restored. There is no need.for.fear,.for God is coming to save.

rThe wildemess and the dry land shall be glad,
the desert shall rejoice and blossom;

like the crocus rit shau blossom abundantly,
and rejoice with joy and singing.

The glory of Lebanon shall be given to it,
the majesty of Carmel and Sharon.

They shall see the glory of the Lono,
the majesty of our God.

rStrengthen the weak hands,
and make firm the feeble knees.
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rSay to those who are ofa fearful heart,
"Be strong, do not fear!

Here is your God.
He will come with vengeance,

with terrible recompense.
He will come and save you."

'A highway shall be there,
and it shall be called the Holy Way;

the unclean shall not travel on it,
but it shall be for God's people;
no traveler, not even fools, shall go astray.

''No lion shall be there,
nor shall any ravenous beast come up on it;

they shall not be found there,
but the redeemed shall walk there.

"'And the ransomed of the LoRD shall retum,
and come to Zion with singing:

everlasting joy shall be upon their heads;
they shall obtain joy and gladness,
and sorrow and sighing shall flee away.

L: The word ofthe Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

L: Let us read the Psalm responsively by verse.

PSALM: Psalm 146:5-10
sHappy are they who have the God ofJacob for their help,

whose hope is in the Lono their God;
6who made heaven and earth, the seas, and all that is in them;

who keeps promises foreverl
Twho gives justice to those who are oppressed, and food to those who hunger.

The Lono sets the captive free.
EThe Lono opens the eyes ofthe blind; the LoRD lifts up those who are bowed down;
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iThen 
the eyes ofthe blind shall be opened,

and the ears of the deafunstopped;
"then the lame shall leap like a deer,

and the tongue of the speechless sing lorjoy.
For waters shall break forth in the wildemess.

and streams in the desert:
"the buming sand shall become a pool,

and the thirsty ground springs of water;
the haunt of jackals shall become a swampi

the grass shall become reeds and rushes.



the LoRo loves the righteous.
eThe Lono cares for the stranger;

the LoRD sustains the orphan and widow, but frustrates the way ofthe wicked.
IoThe Lonn shall reign forever,

your God, O Zion, throughout all generations. Hallelujah!

L: A reading from James

Second Reading: James 5:7-10
In anticipation ofthe Lord's coming, Christians are called upon to cultivate patience rather than
discontent.

7Be patient, therefore, beloved, until the coming ofthe Lord. The farmer waits for the precious
crop from the earth, being patient with it until it receives the early and the late rains. 8You also
must be patient. Strengthen your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is near. eBeloved, do not
grumble against one another, so that you may not bejudged. See, the Judge is standing at the
doors! l0As an example of suffering and patience, beloved, take the prophets who spoke in the
name of the Lord.

L: The word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

The assembly stands.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION p. 142
Alleluia Lord to whom shall we go?
You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia, Alleluia.

P: The holy gospel according to St. Matthew
C: Glory to you, O Lord.
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GOSPEL: Matthew ll:2-ll
John the Baptist expects the Messiah to bring God's judgment upon the earth (Matt. 3: ) l-12).
From a prison cell, he wonders whether Jesus is the one who will do this. Jesus' response

indicates that God's reign is indeed being fulfilled already through healing and restoration.
2When John heard in prison what the Messiah was doing, he sent word by his disciples 3and said

to him, "Are you the one who is to come, or are we to wait for another?" aJesus answered them,
"Go and tell John what you hear and see: 5the blind receive their sight, the lame walk, the lepers
are cleansed, the deafhear, the dead are raised, and the poor have good news brought to
them. 6And blessed is anyone who takes no offense at me."

7As they went away, Jesus began to speak to the crowds about John: "What did you go out
into the wildemess to look at? A reed shaken by the wind? SWhat then did you go out to see?

Someone dressed in soft robes? Look, those who wear soft robes are in royal palaces. ewhat then
did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet. l0This is the one
about whom it is written.

'See, I am sending my messenger ahead ofyou,
who will prepare your way before you.'



llTruly I tell you, among those bom of women no one has arisen greater than John the Baptist;
yet the least in the kingdom ofheaven is greater than he."

P: The gospel ofthe Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.

The assemblv- is seatecl.

SERMON "What are we looking for?"

HYMN OF THE DAY: Hark, the Glad Sound! 239

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God.
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.

For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand ofthe Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,*
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

THE NICENE CREED



CHOIR ANTHEM Like u Child,I Wuit
Jamie Chamber --flute

'l ln' usst' nt h I r .s t tr r ul.s.

Prayers of Intercession
,4.' As we prepare for the fullness of Christ's presence, let us pray for a world that yeams for
new hope.

A brief silence.
Gracious God, we rejoice in the gifts ofyour Spirit. Equip the global church to magnifo your
love and peace in every land. We pray for the work of the Lutheran World Federation and ELCA
Global Mission. God, in your mercy,
C: hear our prayer.
A: Abundant God, we rejoice in your creation. Revive lands we have squandered and depleted.
Make gardens flourish in cities and neighborhoods. Cleanse polluted air and water so living
things may breathe, drink, and praise you. God, in your mercy,
C: hear our prayer.
A: Righteous God, we rejoice in your justice. End racism and oppression. Deliver all who are

unjustly imprisoned or persecuted. Reconcile nations and peoples in conflict (regions in turmoil
may be named). Help us pray for our enemies. God, in your mercy,
C" hear our prayer.
A: Healing God, we rejoice in your compassion. Comfort any in distress because of worry,
illness, or loss (especially). Strengthen and protect health care workers, rescue teams, crisis
counselors, and all who risk themselves to keep others safe. God, in your mercy,
C: hear our prayer.
A: Abiding God, we rejoice in your company. Give us calm and patient hearts as we gather with
family and friends. Keep us mindful of those for whom this season is not happy. Console the
grieving and surround them with loving support. God, in your mercy,
C: hear our prayer.
A: Loving God of all nations, we pray for your Church throughout the world. We lift up
especially our partners in ministry in the Ansbach-Wurzburg Kirchenkreis in Germany. Fill
them with your Spirit so that they can boldly proclaim your Good News ofour crucified and

risen Lord Jesus and can love and serve their neighbors in accordance with Jesus' command.
God, in your mercy
C: hear our prayer.

Here other inlercessions may be offered.

A: Faithful God, we rejoice with Mary, Mother of our Lord, and with all the saints, that your
mercy endures for all generations. Look with favor on those who have died and lead us to
joyfully sing of your everlasting promises. Send your compassion and sympathy to the family of
Sarah Davidson. God, in your mercy,
C: hear our prayer.
P: God of our longing, you know our deepest needs. By your Spirit, gather our prayers and join
them with the prayers ofall your children. In Jesus' name we pray.
Amen.

Responding in Love
Our Offerings This is our response to God's grace.
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OFFERTORY
Create in me a clean hearl, O God, and renew a righl spirit with me.

Cdst me not ai,ay from your presence and take not your Holy Spirit from me

Reslore to me thejoy ol'vour salvation, and uphold me u'ith your free Spirit.

OFFERING PRAYER
A: Etemal God,
you make the desert bloom
and send springs of water to thirsty gound.
Receive these simple gifts of bread, wine, and money,
and make us messengers ofyour mercy and love
for all in need ofyour healing and justice.

We ask this through Christ our Savior. Amen.

GRf,AT THANKSGMNG P.144 (in the beginning ol the hymnal)
Dialogue
Preface by the Pastor
Holy Holy Holy

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

Words of Institution
Holy God, the Beginning and the End,

our Salvation and our Hope,
we praise you for creating a world oforder and beauty.

When we brought on chaos, cruelty and despair,
you sent the prophets to proclaim your justice and mercy.

At this end of the ages
your Son Jesus came to bring us your love
and to heal all the sutfering world.

In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.

Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness ofsin.

Do this for the remembrance of me.
Remembering, therefore,

his life, death, and resurrection,
we await his coming again
in righteousness and peace.

Send your Spirit on us
and on this bread and wine we share:
strengthen our faith,
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increase our hope,
and bring to birth thejustice andjoy ofyour Son.

Through him all glory and honor is yours.
Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit,
in your holy Church,
both now and forever. Amen

THE LORD'S PRAYER P 145 (in the beginning of the hymnal)

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
P: Be strong, do not fear!

Here is your God, who has come to save you.

COMMUNION
When giing the bread and cup, the communion ministers sav-

The body of Christ, given for you.
The blood of Christ, shed for you.
and each pcrson md!- respond Amen,

Communion Song Lamb of God You Take Away p.146

SONG AFTER COMMUNION Jesus, Remember Me
Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom.
Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
A: Let us pray.
Faithtul God.
in this meal you have remembered your mercy,
bringing heaven to earth in the body and blood ofChrist.
As we wait for the day when all your promises witl be fulfilled,
sustain us and strengthen us by this holy mystery.
Guide us toward your promised future,
coming to birth in Jesus Christ our Savior and Lord.
Amen,

Sending
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world

BLESSING
God the etemal Word,
who dwells with us in Jesus.
and who holds us in the grace of the Holy Spirit,
* bless you now and forever. Amen.

SENDING SONG: Peaple, Look East 248

DISMISSAL
P: Go in peace. Christ is near
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C: Thanks be to God.
We extend our sympothies to the fomily of Saroh Dovidson who died on December 6,2022. The funerol
will eventuolly be scheduled.

Announcements
We welcome our visitors and ask that you sign a Visitor Attendance and Holy Communion Card
that is located in the pew rack. We ask that cards be retumed via the offering plate during
Communion. We offer two choices for Holy Communion, wine or grape juice. Those worshipers
desiring grapejuice are asked at the communion rail to place their right hand over their hea(
after receiving "The Body of Christ."

Remember in prayer: The family of Sarah Davidson, Rowan Aldridge, Dave Bamer, Agnes
Cryder, Don & Helen Delaney, Joanne Fisher, Joann Hall, Kathy Neal, Mick Miller, David
Mitchell, the Snyder family, Charles and Candace Welshans, and all of our shut-ins.

We pray for the safety of our military troops around the world including Mark Baier, Isaac
Boring, Jade Cordrey, Ben Cramer, Trevor and Nehemiah Eberhart, Patrick Hamlin, Paul
Laidacker, Kenny Leitch, Steven Moore, Maddison Myers, Tyler O'Neal, Adam Shaffer, Richie
Speicher, Aaron Stabley, Paul St. James, and Jenna White. We also lift up in prayer their
families who strive to keep a normalcy in the family and continue on often with added stress.

Special thanks to this week's helper: Lector Darlene Bilby; Assisting Ministers-Bill Ely, Jr,
Ken Dougherty; Head Usher -Lon Myers; Teller Bob Wehler; Bulletin Sponsor -Betty Allen;
Children's Church Molly Hollick.

SPECIAL THANKS to Jamie Chambers for sharing her talent and accompanying the choir!

Next week's helpers: Lector -Shane Snyder; Assisting Ministers - Gary Johnson, Karen Aucker;
Head Usher -Lon Myers; Teller -Bob Wehler; Bulletin Sponsor-Betty Allen; Children's
Church Cathy Eisner; Flowers Gary and Gina Johnson.

The altar flowers are in memory olHerb and Mary Lou Ripka by Diane and Jim Carson.

The Sanctuary Candle is given to the glory ofGod by Cozette Stoltzfus.

The Lutheran Church Women's Prayer Chain is a vital ministry of St. John Lutheran. Anyone in
need ofprayers is asked to contact any of the following persons:
Gloria Ely - 570-873-3597 Sarah Davidson - 570-398-0659 Joyce Braucht - 570-398-2852

A BIG THANK YOU to all that helped with the BAZAAR !!! --cveryone who helped set up,
who donated, who cooked, who served, who attended, and who helped clean up. Thank you!

Another BIG TIIANK YOU to all who donated angel gifts. Lynette and Carol
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We also remember in prayer Family Promise; Presiding Bishop Elizabeth Eaton ELCA; Bishop
Craig A. Miller - USS; for our Companion Synods in Liberia and Ansbach-Wurzburg, Germany;
and we pray for peace in Ukraine and an end to war.



Advent 4. December I 8:

9:30 am Children's Christmas Pageant
l0:30 am Congregation Christmas Dinner.

Bring a covered dish, your own dishes and silverware. Meat and drinks will be provided

Christmas Eve Worship Services
lnvite your family, neighbors, and friends to join us!
Join us on Christmas Eve as we celebrate the birth ofJesus Christ

4:00 p.m. Christmas Service at St. John Lutheran
7:00 p.m. at St. James Lutheran
l0:00 p.m. Special Christmas Music at St. John Lutheran
l0:30 p.m. Christmas Service at St. John Lutheran

Christmas Day, Sunday, December 25, Christmas Worship at St. John Lutheran 9:30 a.m

Christian Education is seeking volunteers to lead Children's Church once a month. If interested
please see Cathy Eisner. The 4th and 5th Sundays are open.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED TO RESUME NURSERY. We are in need of adult and teen
volunteers to supervise toddlers/babies in the nursery during church. Please contact Molly
Hollick, or Ken Dougherty ifyou would be willing to help out or have any questions. Our hope
is to get enough volunteers to have a monthly rotation cycle.

Annual Reports - A reminder to the chairs ofall ministries ofSt. John Lutheran - your annual
reports must be submitted to the office by January 15 to be included in the annual report to the
congregation at the annual congregation meeting on February 6,2022.

Your 2023 Offering Envelopes are available in the Tower of the Church. Please pick up yours
and any ofyour relatives. Only a small number ofpeople use envelopes but it is an important
stewardship tool. Ifthere are no envelopes with your name on, please contact Laurel Gottschall
for envelopes. It costs us $3.60 to mail one box of$1.30 envelopes. Please save us money and

pick up your envelopes or give electronically. Forms are available from the office or you can
give onJine via the Vanco app.

There are AdvenUChristmas Envelopes in each pew. Of this year's Advent/Christmas
offerings, half will go to Mission Support of the ELCA and half will go to United Churches of
Lycoming County. Only a small number ofpeople use offering envelopes so these envelopes are

available for those who wish to use.
THIS WEEK'S EVENTS

Sunday, December 11,2022 Advent 3

8:30 a.m. Adult Sunday School Class
9:30 a.m. Children's Church
9:30 a.m. Nave Worship Service.

Monday, December 12, 2022
1 :00 p.m. Bible Study on Proverbs
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Wednesday, December 13, 2022
10:00 a.m. Trinity Episcopal Worship. You are invited to attend.
6:30 p.m. Choir rehearsal

Saturday, December 17, 2022
9:00 a.m. Decorate the Sanctuary of St John Lutheran

Sunday, Decemb er 18,2023 Advent 4
8:30 a.m. Adult Sunday School Class
9:30 a.m. Installation of the 2023 Church Council
9:30 a.m. Children's Christmas Pageant
9:30 a.m. Nave Worship Service.
l0:30 a.m. Congregation Christmas Dinner attended by Santa Claus !!?!
Bring a covered dish, your own dishes and silverware. Meat and drinks will be provided.
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Margeret Ely
lO2 Foirwey Circle
Lebanon, PA 17042

Open House

Light Dinner lncluiled

No Gifts, Please

Kindly RSW by December l8'r
Email: margaret.ely2811@gmail,com

Call or text: 717-579-6770


