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St. John Evangelical Lutheran Church  

Sunday, August 9, 2020 
10th Sunday after Pentecost 

 
Introduction to the day 

 

SHARING OUR JOYS AND CONCERNS 

 

PRELUDE  

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  

P: In the name of the Father, 

and of the ☩ Son, 

and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 

 

P: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are 

hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may 

perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C: Amen. 

 

P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

P: Gracious God, 

C: have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and given ourselves into the 

power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly repent. In your compassion forgive us our 

sins, known and unknown, things we have done and things we have failed to do. Turn us 

again to you, and uphold us by your Spirit, so that we may live and serve you in newness of 

life through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 

P: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake 

    God forgives us all our sins. 

    As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, 

    I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, 

    In the name of the Father, and of the +Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 
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GATHERING SONG:  Precious Lord, Take My Hand (TFF 193) 

(hum or sing softly with mask on) 

 

Precious Lord, take my hand, lead me on, let me stand 

I am tired, I am weak, I am worn. 

Through the storm, through the night, lead me on to the light. 

 

Refrain 

Take my hand, precious Lord, lead me home. 

 

When my way grows .. drear, precious Lord, linger near, 

When my life is … almost gone, 

hear my cry, hear my call, hold my hand lest I fall. Refrain 

 

When the darkness appears and the night draws … near, 

and the day is … past and … gone, 

at the river I stand, guide my feet, hold my hand. Refrain 

 

GREETING 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C: And also with you. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY  

P: Let us pray.  

C: O God our defender, storms rage around and within us and cause us to be afraid. 

Rescue your people from despair, deliver your sons and daughters from fear, and preserve 

us in the faith of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

The assembly is seated. 

WORD 

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 

FIRST READING: 1 Kings 19:9-18 

L: A reading from 1 Kings. 

On Mount Horeb, where God had appeared to Moses with typical signs of God’s presence—

earthquake, wind, and fire—Elijah now experienced God in “sheer silence.” God assured Elijah 

that he is not the only faithful believer. Seven thousand Israelites are still loyal. God instructed 

Elijah to anoint two men as kings and to anoint Elisha as his own successor. 

9At [Horeb, the mount of God,][Elijah] came to a cave, and spent the night there.  

  Then the word of the LORD came to him, saying, “What are you doing here, Elijah?” 10He 

answered, “I have been very zealous for the LORD, the God of hosts; for the Israelites have 

forsaken your covenant, thrown down your altars, and killed your prophets with the sword. I 
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alone am left, and they are seeking my life, to take it away.” 

  11He said, “Go out and stand on the mountain before the LORD, for the LORD is about to pass 

by.” Now there was a great wind, so strong that it was splitting mountains and breaking rocks in 

pieces before the LORD, but the LORD was not in the wind; and after the wind an earthquake, but 

the LORD was not in the earthquake; 12and after the earthquake a fire, but the LORD was not in the 

fire; and after the fire a sound of sheer silence. 13When Elijah heard it, he wrapped his face in his 

mantle and went out and stood at the entrance of the cave. Then there came a voice to him that 

said, “What are you doing here, Elijah?” 14He answered, “I have been very zealous for the LORD, 

the God of hosts; for the Israelites have forsaken your covenant, thrown down your altars, and 

killed your prophets with the sword. I alone am left, and they are seeking my life, to take it 

away.” 15Then the LORD said to him, “Go, return on your way to the wilderness of Damascus; 

when you arrive, you shall anoint Hazael as king over Aram. 16Also you shall anoint Jehu son of 

Nimshi as king over Israel; and you shall anoint Elisha son of Shaphat of Abel-meholah as 

prophet in your place. 17Whoever escapes from the sword of Hazael, Jehu shall kill; and whoever 

escapes from the sword of Jehu, Elisha shall kill. 18Yet I will leave seven thousand in Israel, all 

the knees that have not bowed to Baal, and every mouth that has not kissed him.” 

 

L: The word of the Lord.  

C: Thanks be to God. 

 

PSALM 85:8-13 read responsively 

 

 8I will listen to what the LORD God is saying; 

  for you speak peace to your faithful people and to those who turn their hearts to you. 

 9Truly, your salvation is very near to those who fear you, 

  that your glory may dwell in our land.  

 10Steadfast love and faithfulness have met together; 

  righteousness and peace have kissed each other. 

 11Faithfulness shall spring up from the earth, 

  and righteousness shall look down from heaven. 

 12The LORD will indeed grant prosperity, 

  and our land will yield its increase. 

 13Righteousness shall go before the LORD 

  and shall prepare for God a pathway.  

 

SECOND READING: Romans 10:5-15 

L: A reading from Romans. 

A right relationship with God is not something we achieve by heroic efforts. It is a gift received 

in the proclamation whose content is Jesus Christ. This proclaimed word creates our faith in the 

Lord Jesus Christ. Hence Christian proclamation is an indispensable component of God’s saving 

actions. 

5Moses writes concerning the righteousness that comes from the law, that “the person who does 

these things will live by them.” 6But the righteousness that comes from faith says, “Do not say in 

your heart, ‘Who will ascend into heaven?’ ” (that is, to bring Christ down) 7“or ‘Who will 
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descend into the abyss?’ ” (that is, to bring Christ up from the dead). 8But what does it say?  

 “The word is near you, 

  on your lips and in your heart” 

(that is, the word of faith that we proclaim); 9because if you confess with your lips that Jesus is 

Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. 10For one 

believes with the heart and so is justified, and one confesses with the mouth and so is saved. 
11The scripture says, “No one who believes in him will be put to shame.” 12For there is no 

distinction between Jew and Greek; the same Lord is Lord of all and is generous to all who call 

on him. 13For, “Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.” 

  14But how are they to call on one in whom they have not believed? And how are they to 

believe in one of whom they have never heard? And how are they to hear without someone to 

proclaim him? 15And how are they to proclaim him unless they are sent? As it is written, “How 

beautiful are the feet of those who bring good news!” 

 

L: The word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? 

You have the words of eternal life. 

Alleluia. Alleluia. 

 

GOSPEL: Matthew 14:22-33 

P: The holy gospel according to Matthew. 

C: Glory to you, O Lord. 

Matthew’s gospel typically portrays Jesus’ disciples as people of “little faith,” who fail despite 

their best intentions. In this story, Matthew shows how Jesus comes to the disciples when they 

are in trouble and sustains them in their time of fear and doubt. 

22[Jesus] made the disciples get into the boat and go on ahead to the other side [of the Sea of 

Galilee], while he dismissed the crowds.23And after he had dismissed the crowds, he went up the 

mountain by himself to pray. When evening came, he was there alone, 24but by this time the boat, 

battered by the waves, was far from the land, for the wind was against them. 25And early in the 

morning he came walking toward them on the sea. 26But when the disciples saw him walking on 

the sea, they were terrified, saying, “It is a ghost!” And they cried out in fear. 27But immediately 

Jesus spoke to them and said, “Take heart, it is I; do not be afraid.” 

  28Peter answered him, “Lord, if it is you, command me to come to you on the water.” 29He 

said, “Come.” So Peter got out of the boat, started walking on the water, and came toward Jesus. 
30But when he noticed the strong wind, he became frightened, and beginning to sink, he cried out, 

“Lord, save me!” 31Jesus immediately reached out his hand and caught him, saying to him, “You 

of little faith, why did you doubt?” 32When they got into the boat, the wind ceased. 33And those in 

the boat worshiped him, saying, “Truly you are the Son of God.” 

 

P: The gospel of the Lord. 

C: Praise to you, O Christ. 
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SERMON  

 

Silence for meditation 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY When Peace like a River (It Is Well with My Soul) (ELW 785) 

(Hum or sing softly with mask on) 

1 When peace like a river attendeth my way, 

when sorrows like sea billows roll, 

whatever my lot, thou hast taught me to say, 

it is well, it is well with my soul. 

 

Refrain 

It is well (it is well) 

with my soul, (with my soul,) 

it is well, it is well with my soul. 

 

2 Though Satan should buffet, though trials should come, 

let this blest assurance control, 

that Christ has regarded my helpless estate, 

and has shed his own blood for my soul. Refrain 

 

3 He lives--oh, the bliss of this glorious thought; 

my sin, not in part, but the whole, 

is nailed to his cross and I bear it no more. 

Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, O my soul! Refrain 

 

4 Lord, hasten the day when our faith shall be sight, 

the clouds be rolled back as a scroll, 

the trumpet shall sound and the Lord shall descend; 

even so it is well with my soul. Refrain 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

A: Confident of your care and helped by the Holy Spirit, we pray for the church, the world, and 

all who are in need. 

A brief silence. 

A: For your whole church throughout the world. Give courage in the midst of storms, so that we 

see and hear Jesus calling: “Take heart, it is I: do not be afraid.” May we follow Christ wherever 

he leads. Lord, in your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 
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A: For the well-being of your creation. Protect waterways, forests, lands, and wildlife from 

exploitation and abuse. Help the human family endeavor to sustain and be sustained by the 

resources of your hand. Lord, in your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 

 

A: For the nations and their leaders. In you, steadfast love and faithfulness meet, and 

righteousness and peace kiss. May nations in conflict know the peace that is the fruit of justice, 

and the justice that is the path to peace. Lord, in your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 

 

A: For those in need. Everyone who calls upon your name will be saved. Accompany all who are 

lonely, hear the voices of those who cry out in anguish, and support those who are frustrated in 

their search for an affordable place to live. We pray for those suffering this day (especially). 

Lord, in your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 

 

A: For our congregation. You have gathered us here today as your people and we thank you for 

this gift. We pray for those who are new to this community, for students and teachers preparing 

for a new school year, and for those struggling with unexpected hardship. Supply us generously 

with your grace for our life together. Lord, in your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 

 

A: We give you thanks, O God, for the saints of the whole church from all times and places, and 

for the saints in our lives and in our community whom you have gathered to yourself 

(especially). Lord, in your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 

 

P: In the certain hope that nothing can separate us from your love, we offer these prayers to you; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C: Amen. 

 

THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION 

 

Please come forward to receive the “body of Christ” by holding out your hands in a cup like 

fashion as far as you can. The Pastor will drop the wafer into your hand, saying “the body of 

Christ given for you,” and you respond “Amen,” then go to the left or right and receive the 

“blood of Christ” from a pre-filled glass. The glasses will be separated so you don’t touch one 

another. Take the glass and the communion assistant standing in the choir loft will say, “the 

blood of Christ shed for you.” There will be a separate tray of glasses with grape juice for those 

who prefer grape juice. Please return to your seat after communing. 

 

P: The Great Thanksgiving and The Words of Institution 
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LORD'S PRAYER 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory,  

forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Dismissal  

 

Postlude 

       
 

You are welcomed to join us for weekly prayer/Holy Communion at Trinity Episcopal 

Church each Wednesday at 10:00 a.m. starting August 12. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    Announcements 

 

Remember in prayer: Rowen Aldridge, Luke Antolick, Bob Braucht, Dawn Hauser, Ralph 

Lehman, Caleb Leone, David Mitchell, Bob and Phyllis Moriarity, Kathy Neal, Rev. Donald and 

Ruth Nice, Jack Rishel, Joann Rishel, Jane Shaffer, Brenda Traxler, Jillian Waldman, and all of 

our shut-ins; the safety of our military troops around the world (Mark Baier, Paul Laidacker, 

Kenny Leitch, Maddison Myers, Tyler O’Neal, Adam Shaffer, Aaron Stabley, Paul St. James, 

Jenna White); Family Promise and the homeless in our counties. Bishop Eaton, our Presiding 

Bishop; and Bishop Collins, Bishop of the Upper Susquehanna Synod. For our Companion 

Synod in Liberia and Ansbach-Wurzburg, Germany; our sister church, St. Wunibald in 

Heidenheim, Germany and for the New Love Center as it seeks to build a new food hub.  
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The altar flowers this morning are given in loving memory of Melinda “Mo” Watts. 

 

The Lutheran Church Women’s Prayer Chain is a vital ministry of St. John Lutheran.   

Anyone in need of prayers is asked to contact any of the following persons:  

                                                  Gloria Ely – 570-873-3597                              

                                                  Sarah Davidson - 570-398-0659  

                                                  Joyce Braucht - 570-398-2852 

 

Thank you 

I would like to say thank you to the Trinity Lutheran Endowment Committee for granting me a 

1500.00 scholarship to Shippensburg University. It is greatly appreciated - Cheyenne Mitchell 

 

Pastor Aucker and Congregation of St. John, Thank you all for all the warm thoughts and prayers 

for my granddaughter Heather over the past four years and also thank you all for the phone calls 

and the cards I have received since Heather’s passing July 3. I love you all and have missed 

everyone through this virus situation - Sarah Davidson  

 

“Grab-a-Tab” - The youth of St. John would like to ask for donations of little tabs from 

beverage, soup and dessert cans. It doesn’t matter what color the tab, just grab them and deliver 

them to the church office. This project will benefit the Ronald McDonald House of Danville. 

“Grab-a-Tab” program allows people of all ages to join in the effort of providing a “Home-away-

from-Home” to children with cancer or other serious illnesses and their families. 

 

 
Giving Plus+ 
St. John Lutheran is offering a new way to support the ministries of St. John. Now you can 

download the “Giving Plus+” app from your app store for your cell phone. This feature is also 

available on our web site. Enter your email, make up a password, and walk through the choices 

to give the church an electronic donation by check or debit/credit card. People were asking if 

they could give electronically by debit/credit card. Now this feature is available. If you have any 

questions, contact Scott Mitchell. 

 

We also offer Give+ Text: 

Simply send a text message to 570-865-1101 with the amount you would like to contribute 

(example: 25). Within a few minutes, you’ll be sent a text with a link to register. Click on the 

link and enter your cardholder name and credit or debit card information. Once your registration 

is complete, you will receive a text verification and a receipt of your donation via email. 

 

Please leave your offering in the offertory plate located at each exit of the church. 

 

Christian Education 

The Christian Education committee will be meeting on Monday, August 17, to plan their 

respective agendas for the coming year. Christian Education meets at 6:00 p.m. in the office. 

Anyone wanting to join the committee or participate are welcome to attend.  

Everyone must wear a mask. 
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