St. John Evangelical Lutheran Church

Sunday, July 5, 2020
5" Sunday after Pentecost

Introduction to the day

The mystery of God's ways is sometimes hidden from the wise and intelligent. Jesus associates
with those often excluded from the religious community. Like Paul, we struggle with our own
selfish desires and seek God’s mercy and forgiveness. We gather to be refreshed by Christ’s
invitation: “Come to me, all you that are weary.” Gathered around word, water, and meal, we
find rest for our souls.

SHARING OUR JOYS AND CONCERNS
PRELUDE
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

P: In the name of the Father,
and of the -+ Son,

and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.

P: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are
hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may
perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

C: Amen.

P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Silence is kept for reflection.

P: Gracious God,

C: have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and given ourselves into the
power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly repent. In your compassion forgive us our
sins, known and unknown, things we have done and things we have failed to do. Turn us
again to you, and uphold us by your Spirit, so that we may live and serve you in newness of
life through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

P: God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive
together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of + Jesus Christ, your sins are
forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live
in your hearts through faith.

C: Amen.



GATHERING SONG: Lord of All Hopefulness (ELW 765)
(hum or sing softly with mask on)

1 Lord of all hopefulness, Lord of all joy,

whose trust, ever child-like, no cares could destroy:
be there at our waking, and give us, we pray,

your bliss in our hearts, Lord, at the break of the day.

2 Lord of all eagerness, Lord of all faith,

whose strong hands were skilled at the plane and the lathe:
be there at our labors, and give us, we pray,

your strength in our hearts, Lord, at the noon of the day.

3 Lord of all kindliness, Lord of all grace,

your hands swift to welcome, your arms to embrace:
be there at our homing, and give us, we pray,

your love in our hearts, Lord, at the eve of the day.

4 Lord of all gentleness, Lord of all calm,

whose voice is contentment, whose presence is balm:
be there at our sleeping, and give us, we pray,

your peace in our hearts, Lord, at the end of the day.

GREETING

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

P: Let us pray.

C: You are great, O God, and greatly to be praised. You have made us for yourself, and
our hearts are restless until they rest in you. Grant that we may believe in you, call upon
you, know you, and serve you, through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

The assembly is seated.

WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.



FIRST READING: Zechariah 9:9-12
A reading from Zechariah.

The coming messianic king will inaugurate an era of disarmament and prosperity. Because of
God'’s covenant with Israel, the people are designated as “prisoners of hope.”

‘Rejoice greatly, O daughter Zion!
Shout aloud, O daughter Jerusalem!

Lo, your king comes to you;
triumphant and victorious is he,

humble and riding on a donkey,
on a colt, the foal of a donkey.

‘He will cut off the chariot from Ephraim

and the war-horse from Jerusalem;

and the battle bow shall be cut off,
and he shall command peace to the nations;

his dominion shall be from sea to sea,
and from the River to the ends of the earth.

''As for you also, because of the blood of my covenant with you,
I will set your prisoners free from the waterless pit.

‘Return to your stronghold, O prisoners of hope;
today I declare that I will restore to you double.

L: The word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

PSALM 145:8-14 read responsively

“The LORD is gracious and full of compassion,
slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love.
'LORD, you are good to all,
and your compassion is over all your works.
“All your works shall praise you, O LORD,
and your faithful ones shall bless you.
"'"They shall tell of the glory of your kingdom
and speak of your power,
“that all people may know of your power
and the glorious splendor of your kingdom.
“Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom; your dominion endures throughout all ages.
You, LORD, are faithful in all your words, and loving in all your works.
“The Lord upholds all those who fall
and lifts up those who are bowed down.



SECOND READING: Romans 7:15-25a
L: A reading from Romans.

Life captive to sin is a catch-22 existence in which we know good but do not do it and do things
we know to be wrong. Through Jesus Christ, God has set us free from such a futile existence.

“I do not understand my own actions. For I do not do what I want, but I do the very thing I hate.
“Now if I do what I do not want, I agree that the law is good. ''But in fact it is no longer I that do
it, but sin that dwells within me. ""For I know that nothing good dwells within me, that is, in my
flesh. I can will what is right, but I cannot do it. “For I do not do the good I want, but the evil I
do not want is what I do. “"Now if I do what I do not want, it is no longer I that do it, but sin that
dwells within me.

“'So I find it to be a law that when [ want to do what is good, evil lies close at hand. ~“For I
delight in the law of God in my inmost self, ~‘but I see in my members another law at war with
the law of my mind, making me captive to the law of sin that dwells in my members. “Wretched
man that [ am! Who will rescue me from this body of death? -“Thanks be to God through Jesus
Christ our Lord!

L: The word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go?
You have the words of eternal life.
Alleluia. Alleluia.

GOSPEL: Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30

P: The holy gospel according to Matthew.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.

Jesus chides people who find fault with both his ministry and that of John the Baptist. He thanks
God that wisdom and intelligence are not needed to receive what God has to offer.

[Jesus spoke to the crowd saying:] "““To what will I compare this generation? It is like children
sitting in the marketplaces and calling to one another,

“We played the flute for you, and you did not dance;

we wailed, and you did not mourn.’

“For John came neither eating nor drinking, and they say, ‘He has a demon’; '"the Son of Man
came eating and drinking, and they say, ‘Look, a glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax
collectors and sinners!” Yet wisdom is vindicated by her deeds.”

~At that time Jesus said, “I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because you have
hidden these things from the wise and the intelligent and have revealed them to infants; “yes,
Father, for such was your gracious will. ""All things have been handed over to me by my Father;
and no one knows the Son except the Father, and no one knows the Father except the Son and
anyone to whom the Son chooses to reveal him.



““Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you
rest. “'Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me; for [ am gentle and humble in heart, and you
will find rest for your souls. “For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.”

P: The gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON
Silence for meditation

HYMN OF THE DAY Mine Eyes Have Seen the Glory: Battle Hymn (ELW 890)
(Hum or sing softly with mask on)

1 Mine eyes have seen the glory of the coming of the Lord;

he is trampling out the vintage where the grapes of wrath are stored,
he has loosed the fateful lightning of his terrible swift sword:

his truth is marching on.

Refrain

Glory, glory! Hallelujah!
Glory, glory! Hallelujah!
Glory, glory! Hallelujah!
His truth is marching on.

2 He has sounded forth the trumpet that shall never call retreat;
he is sifting out the hearts of men before his judgment seat.
Oh, be swift, my soul, to answer him; be jubilant, my feet!

Our God is marching on. Refrain

3 In the beauty of the lilies Christ was born across the sea,
with a glory in his bosom that transfigures you and me.

As he died to make men holy, let us live to make men free,
while God is marching on. Refrain

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

A: Called into unity with one another and the whole creation, let us pray for our shared world.
A brief silence.

A: We pray for the church. Sustain us as we share your word. Embrace us as we struggle to find
our common ground. Lift up leaders with powerful and prophetic voices. Free us from stagnant

faith. Hear us, O God.
C: Your mercy is great.



A: We pray for the well-being of creation. Protect the air, water, and land from abuse and
pollution. Free us from apathy in our care of creation and direct us toward sustainable living.
Hear us, O God.

C: Your mercy is great.

A: We pray for the nations (especially the United States and Canada, celebrating their
nationhood). Guide leaders in developing just policies and guide difficult conversations. Free us
from patriotism that hinders relationship-building. Lead us to expansive love for our neighbor.
Hear us, O God.

C: Your mercy is great.

A: We pray for all in need. For all who are tired, feeling despair, sick, or oppressed (especially).
Take their yoke upon you and ease their burdens. Give your consolation and free us from all that
keeps us bound. Hear us, O God.

C: Your mercy is great.

A: We pray for this congregation. Bless pastors, deacons, and congregational leaders. Energize
children’s ministry volunteers, church administrators, and those who maintain our building.
Shine in this place that we might notice the ways your love transforms our lives. Hear us, O God.
C: Your mercy is great.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

A: We give thanks for those who have died in faith (especially). Welcome them into your eternal
rest and comfort us in our grief until we are joined with them in new life. Hear us, O God.
C: Your mercy is great.

P: Receive these prayers, O God, and those too deep for words; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
C: Amen.

THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION

Please come forward to receive the “body of Christ” by holding out your hands in a cup like
fashion as far as you can. The Pastor will drop the wafer into your hand, saying “the body of
Christ given for you,” and you respond “Amen,” then go to the left or right and receive the
“blood of Christ” from a pre-filled glass. The glasses will be separated so you don’t touch one
another. Take the glass and the communion assistant standing in the choir loft will say, “the
blood of Christ shed for you.” There will be a separate tray of glasses with grape juice for those
who prefer grape juice. Please return to your seat after communing.

P: The Great Thanksgiving and The Words of Institution



LORD'S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

Dismissal

Postlude

Announcements

Remember in prayer: Rowen Aldridge, Luke Antolick, Bob Braucht, Lisa Bressler,

Wayne Brewer, Dick Dershem, Jeanie Fisher, Dawn Hauser, Joyce Hudson, Marie Keller,

Mae Pearl Kuehl, Ralph Lehman, Caleb Leone, David Mitchell, Bob and Phyllis Moriarity,
Kathy Neal, Rev. Donald and Ruth Nice, Elsie Parks, Shawn Rhinehart, Jack Rishel,

Joann Rishel, Jane Shaffer, Jillian Waldman, Mo Watts, and all of our shut-ins; the safety of our
military troops around the world (Mark Baier, Paul Laidacker, Kenny Leitch, Maddison Myers,
Tyler O’Neal, Adam Shaffer, Aaron Stabley, Paul St. James, Jenna White); Family Promise and
the homeless in our counties. Bishop Eaton, our Presiding Bishop; and Bishop Collins, Bishop of
the Upper Susquehanna Synod. For our Companion Synod in Liberia and Ansbach-Wurzburg,
Germany; our sister church, St. Wunibald in Heidenheim, Germany and for the New Love
Center as it seeks to build a new food hub.

The Lutheran Church Women’s Prayer Chain is a vital ministry of St. John Lutheran.
Anyone in need of prayers is asked to contact any of the following persons:

Gloria Ely — 570-873-3597

Sarah Davidson - 570-398-0659

Joyce Braucht - 570-398-2852



Thank you
To St. John Lutheran Congregation, thank you for the kind and generous graduation gift! I
appreciate it and the church’s support, sincerely, Josey Ely

Thank you for the gift and the ice cream cake in celebration of my confirmation. I appreciated
both very much. Thank you for the sweatshirt I plan to wear it while helping at the Food pantry.
Max Dincher.

St. John Congregation, thank you for the support you have given me the past 13 years as I’ve
gone through school. Without the love, support and faith I definitely would not be where I am
right now. Thank you, Olivia Anne Eisner

“Grab-a-Tab” - The youth of St. John would like to ask for donations of little tabs from
beverage, soup and dessert cans. It doesn’t matter what color the tab, just grab them and deliver
them to the church office. This project will benefit the Ronald McDonald House of Danville.
“Grab-a-Tab” program allows people of all ages to join in the effort of providing a “Home-away-
from-Home” to children with cancer or other serious illnesses and their families.

Giving Plus+

St. John Lutheran is offering a new way to support the ministries of St. John. Now you can
download the “Giving Plus+” app from your app store for your cell phone. This feature is also
available on our web site. Enter your email, make up a password, and walk through the choices
to give the church an electronic donation by check or debit/credit card. People were asking if
they could give electronically by debit/credit card. Now this feature is available. If you have any
questions, contact Pastor Aucker

We also offer Give+ Text:

Simply send a text message to 570-865-1101 with the amount you would like to contribute
(example: 25). Within a few minutes, you’ll be sent a text with a link to register. Click on the
link and enter your cardholder name and credit or debit card information. Once your registration
is complete, you will receive a text verification and a receipt of your donation via email.

Please leave your offering envelope in the offertory plate located at each exit of the church.
Thank you to the members of St. John for your continued support!



