St. John Evangelical Lutheran Church

Sunday, July 12,2020
6th

Sunday after Pentecost

Introduction to the day
God's word is like the rain that waters the earth and brings forth vegetation. It is also like the
sower who scatters seed indiscriminately. Our lives are like seeds sown in the earth. Evenfrom
what appears to be little, dormant, or dead, God promises a harttest. At the Lord's table we are
fed with the bread of lfe, that we may bear fruit in the world.

SHARING OUR JOYS AND CONCERNS
PRELUDE
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
P: In the name of the Father,
and ofthe
Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.

*

C: Amen.
P: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are
hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may
perfectly love you and worthily magnif,, your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
C: Amen.
P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another

Silence is kept for reflection.
P: Gracious God,
C: have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and given ourselves into the
power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly repent. In your compassion forgive us our
sins, known and unknown, things we have done and things we have failed to do. Turn us
again to you, and uphold us by your Spirit, so that we may live and serve you in newness of
Iife through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
P: God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive
together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of * Jesus Christ, your sins are
forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live
in your hearts through faith.

C: Amen.
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GATIIERING SONG: For the Fruit of AA Creation (ELW 679)
(hum or sing softly with mask on)

I For the fruit of all creation,
thanks be to God.
For these gifts to ev'ry nation,
thanks be to God.
For the plowing, sowing, reaping,
silent growth while we are sleeping,
future needs in earth's safekeeping,
thanks be to God.

2In thejust reward of labor,
God's will is done.
In the help we give our neighbor,
God's will is done.
In our worldwide task of caring
for the hungry and despairing,
in the harvests we are sharing,
God's will is done.
3 For the harvests of the Spirit,
thanks be to God.

For the good we all inherit,
thanks be to God.
For the wonders that astound us,
for the truths that still confound us,
most of all, that love has found us,
thanks be to God.

GREETING
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C: And also with you.
PRAYER OF TIIE DAY
P: Let us pray.
C: Almighty God, we thank you for planting in us the seed of your word. By your Holy
Spirit help us to receive it with joy, live according to it, and grow in faith and hope and
love, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
The ossembly is seoted.
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WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song

FIRST READING: Isaiah 55:10-13
L: A reading from Isaiah.
God's word to Israel's exiles is as sure and effective as never-failing precipitation. Their return
to the Holy Land in a new exodus is cheered on by singing mountains and by trees that clap their
hands.

For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven,
and do not return there until they have watered the earth,
making it bring forth and sprout,
giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater,
so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth;
it shall not retum to me empty,
but it shall accomplish that which I purpose,
and succeed in the thing for which I sent it.
For you shall go out in joy,
and be led back in peace;
the mountains and the hills before you
shall burst into song,
and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands.
Instead of the thorn shall come up the cypress;
instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle;
and it shall be to the Lono for a memorial,
for an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off.

L: The word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
PSALM 65: [1-8] 9-13 read responsively
You are to be praised, O God, in Zion;
to you shall vows be fulfilled.
To you, the one who answers prayer,
to you all flesh shall come.
Our sins are stronger than we are,
but you blot out our transgressions.
Happy are they whom you choose and draw to your courts to dwell there!
They will be satisfied by the beauty of your house, by the holiness of your temple.
Awesome things will you show us in your righteousness, O God of our salvation,
O hope of all the ends of the earth and of the oceans far away.
You make firm the mountains by your power;
you are girded about with might.

a
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You still the roaring of the seas,
the roaring of their waves, and the clamor of the peoples.
Those who dwell at the ends of the earth will tremble at your marvelous signs;
you make the dawn and the dusk to sing for joy.
You visit the earth and water it abundantly; you make it very plenteous; the river of God is
full of water.
You prepare the grain, for so you provide for the earth.
You drench the furrows and smooth out the ridges;
with heavy rain you soften the ground and bless its increase.
You crown the year with your goodness,
and your paths overflow with plenty.
May the fields of the wilderness be rich for grazing,
and the hills be clothed with joy.
May the meadows cover themselves with flocks, and the valleys cloak themselves with grain;
let them shout for joy and sing.
SECOND READING: Romans 8:1-11
L: A reading from Romans.
There is no condemnationfor those who live in Christ. God sent Christ to accomplish what the
law was unable to do: condemn sin andfree us from its death-dealing ways. The Spirit now'
empowers proper actions and values in our lives and gives us the promise of resurrected life-

There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. For the law of the
Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set you free from the law of sin and of death. For God has done
what the law, weakened by the flesh, could not do: by sending his own Son in the likeness of
sinful flesh, and to deal with sin, he condemned sin in the flesh, so that the just requirement of
the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not according to the flesh but according to the Spirit.
For those who live according to the flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh, but those
who live according to the SpiAt set their minds on the things of the Spirit. To set the mind on the
flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace. For this reason the mind that is
those
set on the flesh is hostile to God; it does not submit to God's law-indeed it cannot, and
who are in the flesh cannot please God.
,But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God dwells in you.
Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. But if Christ is in you,
thoigh the body is dead because of sin, the Spirit is life because of righteousness. ' If the Spirit
of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ from the dead will
give life to your mortal bodies also through his Spirit that dwells in you.

L: The word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go?
You have the words of eternal life.
Alleluia. Alleluia.
GOSPEL: Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23
P: The holy gospel according to Matthew

C: Glory to you, O Lord.
In Matthew's gospel, both Jesus and his disciples "sow the seed" of God's word by proclaiming
the good news that "the kingdom of heaven is near. " Now, in a memorable parable, Jesus
explains why this good news produces dffirent results in those who hear.
That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea. Such great crowds gathered
around him that he got into a boat and sat there, while the whole crowd stood on the beach. And
he told them many things in parables, saying: "Listen! A sower went out to sow. And as he
sowed, some seeds fell on the path, and the birds came and ate them up. Other seeds fell on
rocky ground, where they did not have much soil, and they sprang up quickly, since they had no
depth of soil. But when the sun rose, they were scorched; and since they had no root, they
withered away. Other seeds fell among thoms, and the thoms grew up and choked them. 'Other
seeds fell on good soil and brought forth grain, some a hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty. Let
anyone with ears listen!"
"Hear then the parable of the sower. When anyone hears the word of the kingdom and does
not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what is sown in the heart; this is what
was sown on the path. As for what was sown on rocky ground, this is the one who hears the
word and immediately receives it with joy; yet such a person has no root, but endures only for a
while, and when trouble or persecution arises on account of the word, that person immediaiely
falls away. As for what was sown among thorns, this is the one who hears the word, but the
cares of the world and the lure of wealth choke the word, and it yields nothing. But as for what
was sown on good soil, this is the one who hears the word and understands it, who indeed bears
fruit and yields, in one case a hundredfold, in another sixty, and in another thirty.',
P: The gospel of the Lord.

C: Praise to you, O Christ.
SERMON
Silence

for meditation
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HYMN OF THE DAY Sent Forth by God's Blessing (ELW 547)
(Hum or sing softly with mask on)

I

Sent forth by God's blessing,

our true faith confessing,
the people of God from this dwelling take leave.
The supper is ended.
Oh, now be extended
the fruits of this service in all who believe.
The seed of Christ's teaching,
receptive souls reaching,
shall blossom in action for God and for all.
Your grace shall incite us,
your love shall unite us
to work for your kingdom and answer your call.
2 With praise and thanksgiving

to God ever-living,
the tasks of our ev'ryday life we will face-our faith ever sharing,
in love ever caring,
embracing God's children, the whole human race'
With your feast you feed us,
with your light now lead us;
unite us as one in this life that we share.
Then may all the living
with praise and thanksgiving
give honor to Christ and his name that we bear.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
A: Called into unity with one another and the whole creation, let us pray for our shared world.

I ltrit'l;iletrtt'.
in many ways and places. We pray for missionaries
and newly planted congregations around the world. Inspire us by their witness to the faith we

A: Gracious God, your word

has been sown

share. Hear us, O God.

C: Your mercy is great.

A: Reigning God, we pray for our nation's leaders. Increase their desire for justice and equality.
Bridge the chasms that divide us and guide authorities to a deep and
We pray foi our

"r"*i"r.
lasting peace. Hear us, O God.
C: Your mercy is great.
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A: Abiding God, care for all who are in need (especially). For those who are doubting, renew
faith. For those who are worryring, provide release. For those who are struggling, ease burdens.
For those in fear, give hope. Hear us, O God.
C: Your mercy is great.

A: Renewing God, revive your church in this place. Nourish and nurture the seeds you have
planted, that we might grow as disciples. Replace what has been depleted. Sustain our ministries
and deepen relationships with the wider community. Hear us, O God.
C: Your mercy is great.
A: Eternal God, we give thanks for all who have died. Comfort us in the sure and certain hope of
the resurrection. Hear us, O God.
C: Your mercy is great.
P: Receive these prayers, O God, and those too deep for words; through Jesus Christ our Lord.

C: Amen.

THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION
Please come forward to receive the "body of Christ" by holding out your hands in a cup like
fashion as far as you can. The Pastor will drop the wafer into your hand, saying "the body of
Christ given for you," and you respond "Amen," then go to the left or right and receive the
"blood of Christ" from a pre-filled glass. The glasses will be separated so you don't touch one
another. Take the glass and the communion assistant standing in the choir loft will say, "the
blood of Christ shed for you." There will be a separate tray of glasses with grape juice for those

who prefer grape juice. Please return to your seat after communing.
P: The Great Thanksgiving and The Words of Institution

LORD'S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against usl
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
Dismissal
Postlude
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Announcements
Remember in prayer: Rowen Aldridge, Luke Antolick, Bob Braucht, Lisa Bressler,
Dawn Hauser, Joyce Hudson, Mae Pearl Kuehl, Ralph Lehman, Caleb Leone, David Mitchell,
Bob and Phyllis Moriarity, Kathy Neal, Rev. Donald and Ruth Nice, Jack Rishel, Joann Rishel,
Jane Shaffer, Brenda Traxler, Jillian Waldman, Mo Watts, and all of our shut-ins; the safety of
our military troops around the world (Mark Baier, Paul Laidacker, Kenny Leitch, Maddison
Myers, Tyler O'Neal, Adam Shaffer, Aaron Stabley, Paul St. James, Jenna White); Family
Promise and the homeless in our counties. Bishop Eaton, our Presiding Bishop; and Bishop
Collins, Bishop of the Upper Susquehanna Synod. For our Companion Synod in Liberia and
Ansbach-Wurzburg, Germany; our sister church, St. Wunibald in Heidenheim, Germany and for
the New Love Center as it seeks to build a new food hub.
The altar flowers are given to the Glory of God - no sponsor this week
The Lutheran Church Women's Prayer Chain is a vital ministry of St. John Lutheran.
Anyone in need of prayers is asked to contact any of the following persons:
Gloria Ely - 570-873-3597
Sarah Davidson - 570-398-0659
Joyce Braucht - 570-398-2852
"Grab-a-Tab" - The youth of St. John would like to ask for donations of little tabs from beverage, soup and dessert
cans. It doesn't matter what color the tab, just grab them and deliver them to the church office. This project will
benefit the Ronald McDonald House of Danville. "Grab-a-Tab" program allows people of all ages to join in the
effort of providing

a

"Home-away-from-Home" to children with cancer or other serious illnesses and their families.

Giving Plus+
St. John Lutheran is offering a new way to support the ministries of St. John. Now you can
download the "Giving Plusf" app from your app store for your cell phone. This feature is also
available on our web site. Enter your email, make up a password, and walk through the choices
to give the church an electronic donation by check or debit/credit card. People were asking
they could give electronically by debit/credit card. Now this feature is available. If you have any
questions, contact Pastor Aucker

if

We also offer Givef Text:
Simply send a text message to 570-865-1101 with the amount you would like to contribute
(example: 25). Within a few minutes, you'll be sent a text with a link to register. Click on the
link and enter your cardholder name and credit or debit card information. Once your registration
is complete, you will receive a text verification and a receipt of your donation via email.
Please leave

your offering envelope in the offertory plate located at each exit of the church.
Thank you to the members of St. John for your continued support!

I wish to thank

the congregationfor their prayers and cards as my brother joined the Saints

Triumphant. Ken & Mary Ellen Dougherty
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