St. John Evangelical Lutheran Church

Sunday, July 19, 2020
7" Sunday after Pentecost

Introduction to the day

It is an age-old question: why is there evil in the world? In the parable of the wheat and the
weeds Jesus suggests that both grow together until the harvest. With Paul, we long for the day
that all creation will be set free from bondage and suffering. Having both weeds and wheat
within us, we humbly place our hope in the promises of God, and from the Lord’s table we go
forth to bear the fruit of justice and mercy.

SHARING OUR JOYS AND CONCERNS
PRELUDE
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

P: In the name of the Father,
and of the *+ Son,

and of the Holy Spirit.

C: Amen.

P: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are
hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may
perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

C: Amen.

P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Silence is kept for reflection.

P: Gracious God,

C: have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and given ourselves into the
power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly repent. In your compassion forgive us our
sins, known and unknown, things we have done and things we have failed to do. Turn us
again to you, and uphold us by your Spirit, so that we may live and serve you in newness of
life through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

P: God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive
together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of - Jesus Christ, your sins are
forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live
in your hearts through faith.

C: Amen.



GATHERING SONG: When Morning Gilds the Skies (ELW 853)
(hum or sing softly with mask on)

1 When morning gilds the skies,
my heart awaking cries:

may Jesus Christ be praised!
When evening shadows fall,
this rings my curfew call:

may Jesus Christ be praised!

2 When mirth for music longs,
this is my song of songs:

may Jesus Christ be praised!
God's holy house of prayer
has none that can compare
with "Jesus Christ be praised!"

3 No lovelier antiphon

in all high heav'n is known
than "Jesus Christ be praised!"
There to the eternal Word

the eternal psalm is heard:

oh, Jesus Christ be praised!

GREETING

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

P: Let us pray.

C: Faithful God, most merciful judge, you care for your children with firmness and compassion.
By your Spirit nurture us who live in your kingdom, that we may be rooted in the way of your
Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

The assembly is seated.

WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.



FIRST READING: Isaiah 44:6-8
L: A reading from Isaiah.

There are no other gods besides God.: the word of the LORD does not fail to come to pass. We can
trust in God, through whom Israel—and we—are redeemed.

Thus says the LORD, the King of Israel,
and his Redeemer, the LORD of hosts:
I am the first and I am the last;
besides me there is no god.
‘Who is like me? Let them proclaim it,
let them declare and set it forth before me.
Who has announced from of old the things to come?
Let them tell us what is yet to be.
‘Do not fear, or be afraid;
have I not told you from of old and declared it?
You are my witnesses!
Is there any god besides me?
There is no other rock; I know not one.

L: The word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

PSALM 86:11-17 read responsively

Teach me your way, O LORD, and I will walk in your truth;
give me an undivided heart to revere your name.
I will thank you, O Lord my God, with all my heart,
and glorify your name forevermore.
“For great is your love toward me;
you have delivered me from the pit of death.
'The arrogant rise up against me, O God, and a band of violent people seeks my life;
they have not set you before their eyes.
‘But you, O Lord, are gracious and full of compassion,
slow to anger, and full of kindness and truth.
“Turn to me and have mercy on me;
give your strength to your servant, and save the child of your handmaid.
Show me a sign of your favor, so that those who hate me may see it and be put to shame;
because you, LORD, have helped me and comforted me.



SECOND READING: Romans 8:12-25
L: A reading from Romans.

For Paul, true spirituality means that we experience the reality of the Spirit, which enables us to
pray as God'’s children, keeps us in solidarity with creation, and gives us unseen hope that God
will liberate us and creation from bondage to death and decay.

‘So then, brothers and sisters, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live according to the flesh—

‘for if you live according to the flesh, you will die; but if by the Spirit you put to death the deeds
of the body, you will live. ‘For all who are led by the Spirit of God are children of God. ''For
you did not receive a spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you have received a spirit of
adoption. When we cry, “Abba! Father!” it is that very Spirit bearing witness with our spirit
that we are children of God, ' and if children, then heirs, heirs of God and joint heirs with
Christ—if, in fact, we suffer with him so that we may also be glorified with him.

1 consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with the glory
about to be revealed to us. ' 'For the creation waits with eager longing for the revealing of the
children of God; *for the creation was subjected to futility, not of its own will but by the will of
the one who subjected it, in hope ''that the creation itself will be set free from its bondage to
decay and will obtain the freedom of the glory of the children of God. - We know that the whole
creation has been groaning in labor pains until now; “‘and not only the creation, but we ourselves,
who have the first fruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly while we wait for adoption, the redemption
of our bodies. ‘For in hope we were saved. Now hope that is seen is not hope. For who hopes for
what is seen? But if we hope for what we do not see, we wait for it with patience.

L: The word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go?
You have the words of eternal life.
Alleluia. Alleluia.

GOSPEL: Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43

P: The holy gospel according to Matthew.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.

Jesus tells a parable about the coexistence of good and evil in this world. God’s judgment will
remove all evildoers and causes of sin, but not until the end of human history.

‘[Jesus] put before [the crowds] another parable: “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to
someone who sowed good seed in his field; ‘but while everybody was asleep, an enemy came
and sowed weeds among the wheat, and then went away. “So when the plants came up and bore
grain, then the weeds appeared as well. -~ And the slaves of the householder came and said to
him, ‘Master, did you not sow good seed in your field? Where, then, did these weeds come
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from?’ “He answered, ‘An enemy has done this.” The slaves said to him, ‘Then do you want us
to go and gather them?’ - But he replied, ‘No; for in gathering the weeds you would uproot the
wheat along with them. " Let both of them grow together until the harvest; and at harvest time I
will tell the reapers, Collect the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but gather the
wheat into my barn.” ”’

"Then he left the crowds and went into the house. And his disciples approached him, saying,
“Explain to us the parable of the weeds of the field.” ' He answered, “The one who sows the
good seed is the Son of Man; “the field is the world, and the good seed are the children of the
kingdom; the weeds are the children of the evil one, “'and the enemy who sowed them is the
devil; the harvest is the end of the age, and the reapers are angels. * Just as the weeds are
collected and burned up with fire, so will it be at the end of the age. * The Son of Man will send
his angels, and they will collect out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all evildoers, “and they
will throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.
~Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their Father. Let anyone with ears
listen!”

P: The gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON “PULLING THE WEEDS” OR FLOWERS??
Silence for meditation

HYMN OF THE DAY Blessed Assurance (ELW 638)
(Hum or sing softly with mask on)

1 Blessed assurance, Jesus is mine!
Oh, what a foretaste of glory divine!
Heir of salvation, purchase of God,
born of his Spirit, washed in his blood.

Refrain

This is my story, this is my song,
praising my Savior, all the day long:
this is my story, this is my song,
praising my Savior all the day long.

2 Perfect submission, perfect delight,
visions of rapture now burst on my sight;
angels descending bring from above
echoes of mercy, whispers of love. Refrain

3 Perfect submission, all is at rest;

[ in my Savior am happy and blest,

watching and waiting, looking above,

filled with his goodness, lost in his love. Refrain



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

A: Confident of your care and helped by the Holy Spirit, we pray for the church, the world, and
all who are in need.

A brief silence.

A: God of the harvest, you sow the good seed of the gospel of Jesus Christ into your field. Help
your church throughout the world to be both diligent and patient, full of resolve and gentleness,
that our witness may be faithful to your intentions. Lord, in your mercy,

C: hear our prayer.

A: God of all space and time, your whole creation groans in labor pains, awaiting the gift of new
birth. Renew the earth, sky, and sea, so that all your creation experiences freedom from the
bondage of decay. Lord, in your mercy,

C: hear our prayer.

A: God of the nations, teach us your ways, that we may walk in your truth. Mend the fabric of
the human family, now torn apart by our fearful and warring ways. Guide us by your mercy,
grace, and steadfast love. Lord, in your mercy,

C: hear our prayer.

A: God of hope, you accompany those who suffer and are near to the brokenhearted. Open our
hearts to your children who are lonely and abandoned, who feel trapped by despair, and all who
suffer in any way (especially). Lord, in your mercy,

C: hear our prayer.

A: God of the seasons, in the midst of summer, give us refreshmenf, renewal, and new
opportunities. We pray for the safety of those who travel. We pray for those who cannot take the
rest they need. Lord, in your mercy,

C: hear our prayer.

A: God of life, those who have died in you shine like the sun in your endless kingdom. We
remember with thanksgiving the saints of all times and places and saints close to us (especially).
Gather us with them on the day of salvation. Lord, in your mercy,

C: hear our prayer.

P: In the certain hope that nothing can separate us from your love, we offer these prayers to you;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
C: Amen.



THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION

Please come forward to receive the “body of Christ” by holding out your hands in a cup like
fashion as far as you can. The Pastor will drop the wafer into your hand, saying “the body of
Christ given for you,” and you respond “Amen,” then go to the left or right and receive the
“blood of Christ” from a pre-filled glass. The glasses will be separated so you don’t touch one
another. Take the glass and the communion assistant standing in the choir loft will say, “the
blood of Christ shed for you.” There will be a separate tray of glasses with grape juice for those
who prefer grape juice. Please return to your seat after communing.

P: The Great Thanksgiving and The Words of Institution

LORD'S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

Dismissal

Postlude

You are welcomed to join us for weekly prayer/Holy Communion at Trinity Episcopal
Church each Wednesday at 10:00 a.m. effective August 12.



Announcements

Remember in prayer: Rowen Aldridge, Luke Antolick, Bob Braucht, Lisa Bressler,

Dawn Hauser, Joyce Hudson, Mae Pearl Kuehl, Ralph Lehman, Caleb Leone, David Mitchell,
Bob and Phyllis Moriarity, Kathy Neal, Rev. Donald and Ruth Nice, Jack Rishel, Joann Rishel,
Jane Shaffer, Brenda Traxler, Jillian Waldman, Mo Watts, and all of our shut-ins; the safety of
our military troops around the world (Mark Baier, Paul Laidacker, Kenny Leitch, Maddison
Myers, Tyler O’Neal, Adam Shaffer, Aaron Stabley, Paul St. James, Jenna White); Family
Promise and the homeless in our counties. Bishop Eaton, our Presiding Bishop; and Bishop
Collins, Bishop of the Upper Susquehanna Synod. For our Companion Synod in Liberia and
Ansbach-Wurzburg, Germany; our sister church, St. Wunibald in Heidenheim, Germany and for
the New Love Center as it seeks to build a new food hub.

The altar flowers are given to the Glory of God and in loving memory of Donald Breon given by
Cynthia and family.

The Lutheran Church Women’s Prayer Chain is a vital ministry of St. John Lutheran.
Anyone in need of prayers is asked to contact any of the following persons:

Gloria Ely — 570-873-3597

Sarah Davidson - 570-398-0659

Joyce Braucht - 570-398-2852

“Grab-a-Tab” - The youth of St. John would like to ask for donations of little tabs from
beverage, soup and dessert cans. It doesn’t matter what color the tab, just grab them and deliver
them to the church office. This project will benefit the Ronald McDonald House of Danville.
“Grab-a-Tab” program allows people of all ages to join in the effort of providing a “Home-away-
from-Home” to children with cancer or other serious illnesses and their families.

Giving Plus+

St. John Lutheran is offering a new way to support the ministries of St. John. Now you can
download the “Giving Plus+" app from your app store for your cell phone. This feature is also
available on our web site. Enter your email, make up a password, and walk through the choices
to give the church an electronic donation by check or debit/credit card. People were asking if
they could give electronically by debit/credit card. Now this feature is available. If you have any
questions, contact Pastor Aucker

We also offer Give+ Text:

Simply send a text message to 570-865-1101 with the amount you would like to contribute
(example: 25). Within a few minutes, you’ll be sent a text with a link to register. Click on the
link and enter your cardholder name and credit or debit card information. Once your registration
is complete, you will receive a text verification and a receipt of your donation via email.

Please leave your offering in the offertory plate located at each exit of the church.
Thank you to the members of St. John for your continued support!



