St. John Evangelical Lutheran Church
229 South Broad Street
Jersey Shore, PA 11740

Sunday, October 23, 2022
20th Sunday after Pentecost

s70-398-1676

Children's Church will meet upstairs in the youth Sundav School room at
end of the hallway at 9:30 a.m. Please take your child there before worship
begins.
Introduction to the day
Genuine repentance and pretentious piety stand in stark contrast in the gospel and all around us.
All creqtion stands in need of God'sforgiveness. Keep thefaith. God's people shall be accounted
righteous for Jesus' sake. Our God is merciful to sinners. For this we worship and glorify God

forever.

SHARING OUR JOYS AND CONCERNS
Prelude
GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as
presiding minister begins.

The assembly stands.
the

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God,
who is eager to forgive
and who loves us beyond our days.

Amen.
Dear friends, together let us acknowledge
our failure to love this world as Jesus does.
Silence is kept for reflection.
God of mercy and forgiveness,
we confess that sin still has a hold on us.
We have harmed your good creation.
We have failed to do justice,
love kindness,
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and walk humbly with you.
Turn us in a new direction.
Show us the path that leads to life.
Be our refuge and strength on the journey,
through Jesus Christ, our redeemer and friend.
Amen.
Beloved of God:
your sins are forgiven * and you are made whole
God points the way to new life in Christ,
who meets us on the road.
Journey now in God's abiding love
through the power of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

GATHERING SONG: Morning Hus Broken 556
GREETING
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C: And also, with you.

HYMN OF PRAISE: O God, Our Help in Ages Past 632 verses 1-4
PRAYER OF THE DAY
P: Let us pray.

Holy God, our righteous judge, daily your mercy surprises us with everlasting
forgiveness. Strengthen our hope in you, and grant that all the peoples of the
earth may find their glory in you, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
The assembly is seated.

WORI)
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

L: A reading from Jeremiah.

FIRST READING: Jeremiah l4z7-10, 19-22
In a time of drought, the people pray for mercy, repenting of their sins and the sins of their
ancestors. They appeal to God to remember the covenant, to showforth God's power, and to
heal their land by sending life-giving rain.
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TAlthough our iniquities testifiz against us,
act, O LORD, for your name's sake;
our apostasies indeed are many,
and we have sinned against you.
80 hope of Israel,
its savior in time of trouble,
why should you be like a stranger in the land,
like a traveler turning aside for the night?
ewhy should you be like someone confused,
like a mighty warrior who cannot give help?
Yet you, O Lono, are in the midst of us,
and we are called by your name;
do not forsake us!
r0Thus says the Lonp concerning this people:
Truly they have loved to wander,
they have not restrained their feet;
therefore the Lono does not accept them,
now he will remember their iniquity
and punish their sins.

leHave you completely rejected Judah?
Does your heart loathe Zion?
Why have you struck us down
so that there is no healing for us?
We look for peace, but find no good;
for a time of healing, but there is terror instead.
20We acknowledge
our wickedness, O LoRD,
the iniquity of our ancestors,
for we have sinned against you.
21Do not
spurn us, for your name's sake;
do not dishonor your glorious throne;
remember and do not break your covenant with us
22Can
any idols of the nations bring rain?
Or can the heavens give showers?
Is it not you, O Lono our God?
We set our hope on you,
for it is you who do all this.
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L: The word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

L:

Let us read the Psalm responsively by verse.

PSALM: Psalm 84:l-7
lHow dear to me is your dwelling,
O Lono of hosts!
2My soul has a desire and longing
for the courts of the Lonn;
my heart and my flesh rejoice in the living God.

3Even the sparrow has found
a home, and the swallow a nest where she may lay
her young,
by the side of your altars, O Lonp of hosts, my king and my God.

oHuppy are they who dwell in your house!
They will always be praising you.
tHuppy are the people whose strength is in you,

whose hearts are set on the pilgrims' way.
6Those who go through the balsam valley wilt find it a place of springs,
for the early rains have covered it with pools of water.
TThey will climb from height to height,
and the God of gods will be seen in Zion.

L: A reading from Second Timothy
Second Reading: 2 Timothy 4:6-8,16-18
The conclusion of this letter to a young minister offers a final perspective on life from one w'ho
faced death. Though others let him down, Paul was sure of his faith in the Lord, who stood by

him and lent him strength.

6As for me, I am already being poured out as a libation, and the time of my
departure has come. 7I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have
kept the faith. 8From now on there is reserved for me the crown of righteousness,

which the Lord, the righteous judge, will give me on that day, and not only to me
but also to all who have longed for his appearing.
16At my first defense no one came to my support, but all deserted me. May it not
be counted against them! rTBut the Lord stood by me and gave me strength, so that
through me the message might be fully proclaimed and all the Gentiles might hear
it. So I was rescued from the lion's mouth. l8The Lord will rescue me from every
evil attack and save me for his heavenly kingdom. To him be the glory forever and
ever. Amen.
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L: The word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
The assembly stands.

GOSPEL ACCLAM ATION p.142
Alleluia Lord to whom shall we go?
You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia, Alleluia.
P: The holy gospel according to Luke.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.

GOSPEL: Luke 18:9-14
with iudgment rooted in
mercy. Jesus tells a parable in which the one who humbles himself is exalted and the one who
exalts his own righteousness is humbled.
The coming reign of God

will involve unexpected reversals offortune

efJesus] also told this parable to some who trusted in themselves that they were
righteous and regarded others with contempt:l0"Two men went up to the temple to
pray, one a Pharisee and the other atax collector. lrThe Pharisee, standing by
himself, was praying thus, 'God, I thank you that I am not like other people:
thieves, rogues, adulterers, or even like this tax collector. 12I fast twice a week; I
give a tenth of all my income.' r3But the tax collector, standing far off, would not
even look up to heaven, but was beating his breast and saying, 'God, be merciful to
me, a sinner!' 14I tell you, this man went down to his home justified rather than the
other; for all who exalt themselves will be humbled, but all who humble
themselves will be exalted."

P: The gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.
The assembly is seated.

SERMON

HYMN OF THE DAY: God, when Human Bonds Are Broken 603
APOSTLES CREED ( p. 105 at the beginning of the hymnal)
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
A: In gratitude and humility, let us join together in prayer on behalf of all of God's
creation.

A brief silence.
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God of mercy, you are in the midst of us and we are called by your name. Inspire
your church to serve and love all people with the unceasing grace you extend to us.
Hear us, O God.
C: Your mercy is great.
A: God of all creation, you formed a world where even the sparrow finds a home.
Preserve the beauty and diversity of all creatures with whom we share the earth.
Lead us to protect all living things. Hear us, O God.
C: Your mercy is great.
A: God of peace, you are an ever-present help in time of trouble. Rescue families
and nations torn apart by violence and warfare (especially). Unite all people toward
common goals of reconciliation and peace for every person. Hear us, O God.
C: Your mercy is great.
A: God of hope, you stand with the suffering and give strength. Comfort your
people filled with fear or anger, anxiety or shame. Bring healing to all who are sick
in body, mind, or spirit (especially). Hear us, O God.
C: Your mercy is great.
A: God of restoration, you call us to trust in you and not ourselves alone. Make
this congregation a community of humility and repentance, ready to encounter you
in love and follow in your ways. Hear us, O God.
C: Your mercy is great.
A: God of the whole world, we pray for our brothers and sisters in Christ in our
companion synod, the Ansbach-Wtirzburg Kirchenkries, Germany, and for their
Bishop, Pastors, and all church workers. May you give them strength as they serve
the refugees within their country and carry on the ministries of their congregations.
Hear us, O God.
C: Your mercy is great.
Here other intercessions may be offered.

A: God of eternal life, to you be the glory forever.

We give you thanks for (James
of Jerusalem and) all who have fought the good fight, finished the race, kept the
faith, and now live with you. Hear us, O God.
C: Your mercy is great.
P: With grateful hearts we commend our spoken and silent prayers to you, O God;
through Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Amen.
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Responding in Love

Our Offerings lftls is our response to God's grace

CHOIR ANTHEM Keepers of the Faith
The assemblv- stands.

OFFERTORY
Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit with me.
Cast me not awayfrom your presence and take not your Holy S piritfrom meRestore to me the joy of your sqlvation, and uphold me with your free Spirit.

OFFERING PRAYER

A: Gracious God,
in your great love you richly provide for our needs.
Make of these gifts a banquet of blessing,
and make us ready to share with all in need;
through Jesus Christ, who sets a table for all.
Amen.

GREAT THANKSGMNG P.144 (in the beginning of the hymnal)
Dialogue
Preface by the Pastor

Holy Holy Holy

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
Words of Institution

You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God.
You are most holy, and great is the majesty of your glory.
You so loved the world that you gave your only Son,
so that everyone who believes in him may not perish but have eternal life.
We give you thanks for his coming into the world to fulfill for us
your holy will and to accomplish all things for our salvation.

In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
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This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup,
we proclaim the Lord's death until he comes.

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.
Remembering, therefore, his salutary command,
his life-giving passion and death, his glorious resurrection and ascension,
and the promise of his coming again,
we give thanks to you, O Lord God Almighty,
not as we ought but as we are able;
we ask you mercifully to accept our praise and thanksgiving
and with your Word and Holy Spirit to bless us, your servants,
and these your own gifts of bread and wine,
so that we and all who share in the body and blood of Christ
may be filled with heavenly blessing and grace,
and, receiving the forgiveness of sin,
may be formed to live as your holy people
and be given our inheritance with all you saints.
To you, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,
be all honor and glory in your holy church, now and forever.

Amen

THE LORD'S PRAYER P 145 (in the beginning of the hymnal)

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
P: Christ invites you to this table.
Come, taste and see.

COMMUNION
giving the bread and cup, the communion ministers say
The body of Christ, given for you.
The blood of Christ, shed for you.
and each person may respond Amen.
When

Communion Song Lumb of God You Take Away p.146
SONG AFTER COMMUNION Jesus, Remember Me
Jesus, remember me wlten you come into your kingdom.
Jesus, remember me wlten you come into your kingdom.
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
A: God of the abundant table,
you have refreshed our hearts in this meal
with bread for the journey.
Give us your grace on the road
that we might serve our neighbors with joy;
for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Lord.

Amen
SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

BLESSING
God, who gives life to all things
and frees us from despair,
bless you with truth and peace.
And may the holy Trinity, * one God,
guide you always in faith, hope, and love.
Amen.

SENDING SONGz On Our Way Rejoicing 537

DISMISSAL

P: Go in peace, with Christ

beside you.

C: Thanks be to God.
Announcements
We welcome our visitors and ask that you sign a Visitor Attendance and Holy Communion Card
that is located in the pew rack. We ask that cards be returned via the offering plate during
Communion. We offer two choices for Holy Communion, wine or grape juice. Those worshipers
desiring grape juice are asked at the communion rail to place their right hand over their heart
after receiving "The Body of Christ."

Remember in prayer: Rowan Aldridge, Dave Barner, Agnes Cryder, Sarah
Davidson, Don & Helen Delaney, Mary Ellen Dougherty, Charlie Dunne, Joanne
Fisher, Beth Good, Fred Hoffer, Mick Miller, David Mitchell, Mary Lynn
Overdorf, Penny Parks-Dean, the Snyder family, and all of our shut-ins.
We also remember in prayer Family Promise; Presiding Bishop Elizabeth Eaton ELCA; Bishop Craig A. Miller - USS; for our Companion Synods in Liberia and
Ansbach-Wurzburg, Germany; and we pray for peace in Ukraine and an end to
war.
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We pray for the safety of our military troops around the world including Mark
Baier, Isaac Boring, Jake Cordrey, Ben Cramer, Trevor and Nehemiah Eberhart,
Patrick Hamlin, Paul Laidacker, Kenny Leitch, Steven Moore, Maddison Myers,
Tyler O'Neal, Adam Shaffer, Richie Speicher, Aaron Stabley, Paul St. James, and
Jenna White. We also lift up in prayer their families who strife to keep a normalcy
in the family and continue on often with added stress.
Special thanks to this week's helpers: Lector -Pam Wehler; Assisting Ministers
Joyce Braucht and Carl Schaefer; Head Usher -Shane Snyder; Teller -Dawn

-

McCloskey; Bulletin Sponsor-Jean Ann Snyder; Children's Church -- .
Next week's helper: Lector -Deb Heydrich; Assisting Ministers; Karen Aucker,
Dawn McCloskey; Head Usher -Shane Snyder; Teller -Dawn McCloskey;
Bulletin Sponsor - Jean Ann Snyder; Children's Church --; Flowers--Cynthia
Breon.

The altar flowers are given to the glory of God.
The Sanctuary Candle is given in memory of her husband Malcolm by Joyce
Hudson.

DONATIONS OF CANDY are needed for the Halloween Parly for the younger
children. Please bring your donations to the office!
The Lutheran Church Women's Prayer Chain is a vital ministry of St. John
Lutheran. Anyone in need of prayers is asked to contact any of the following
persons: Gloria Ely - 570-873-3597 Sarah Davidson - 570-398-0659
Joyce Braucht - 570-398-2852

Christian Education is seeking volunteers to lead Children's Church once a
month.

If

interested please see Cathy Eisner.

join us in remembering our members who have entered into the
Resurrection Life this past year on November 6:
December 9,2021
Leila Hiller
Richard Dershem February 19,2022
Please

Lower

Wagner

March 26,2022

Bible Study will resume on Monday, October 24 at l:00 p.m. and will continue on
Mondays at l:00 p.m. that way participants are not traveling in the darkness.
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The Christian Education Committee is happy to announce that Adult Sunday
School classes has resumed meeting. The class will be held from 8:30 am - 9:15
am in the Adult Sunday School area and this class is open to everyone. Class
materials will be provided to all those who want to participate.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED TO RESUME NURSERY. We are in need of adult
and teen volunteers to supervise toddlers/babies in the nursery during
church. Please contact Molly Hollick, or Ken Daugherty if you would be willing to
help out or have any questions. Our hope is to get enough volunteers to have a
monthly rotation cycle.

Fall Cash Sunday Offering is November 6. This year's offering will go towards
the purchase of a new computer to replace the current one that cannot be upgraded.
Your support for Fall Cash Sunday is greatly appreciated.

The annual Endowment Committee meeting is scheduled for November 13,2022,
following the church service.

Mark your calendar! The Annual Christmas Bazrar will be December 10,2022
9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.

Youth Ministry
The Middle and High School Youth Groups will be meeting Monday, October 24,
2022, at 6:00 p.m. and Monday, November 28 at 6:00 p.m.
Sunday, October 30,2022.

All Hallows

Eve Party, 4-6 pm. For our younger youth.

Sunday, October 30,2022. Pine Creek Corn Maize.4:00 p.m. Meet in Avis at the
Corn Maze entrance at 4:00 p.m. For all Middle and Hieh School vouth

THIS WEE,K'S EVENTS

October23,2022

20'h Sunday after Pentecost
Sunday,
8:30 a.m. Adult Sunday School Class
9:30 a.m. Nave Worship Service.
9:30 a.m. Children's Church
Donations of Candy for the Halloween Party for younger children
1:00 p.m. Worship at Nippenose
Monday, October 34, 2022
6:00 p.m. Youth Group Meeting. Mrs. Eisner will teach how to make
apple crisps.
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Wednesday, Octob er 26, 2022
10:00 a.m. Worship at Trinity Episcopal
5:30 p.m. Finance Committee Meeting
6:30 p.m. Choir rehearsal "Join the Choir Night!"
Reformation Sunday
Sunday, October
8:30 a.m. Adult Sunday School Class
9:30 a.m. Nave Worship Service. With the Fairplay Brass
9:30 a.m. Children's Church
4:00 p.m. Corn Maize Middle and High School Youth. Meet at the Com
Maize regi stratio n ar ea.
4:00 - 6:00 p.m. All Hallow's Eve Elementary Youth in the Sunday
School room

30.2022
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