St. John Evangelical Lutheran Church
Sunday, October 25, 2020

Reformation Sunday
Introduction to the day
Rooted in the past and grov,ing into the.future, the church must alu,ays be reformed in order to
live out the love oJ Christ in an ever-changing world. IYe celebrate the good news of God's
grace, lhat Jesus Christ sets us free every day to do this lifelransforming hork. Trusting in the
freedom given to us in baptism, u,e pray for the church, that Christians will unite more fully in
t orship and mission.

SHARING OUR JOYS AND CONCETr*S
PRELT]DE

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
P: In the name of the Father,
and ofthe + Son,
and ol the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen,
P: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are
hid: cleanse the thoughts ofour hearts by the inspiration ofyour Holy Spirit, that we may
perfectly love you and worthily magni$, your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
C: Amen.

P: Let us confess our sin in the presence ofGod and ofone another.
Silence is kept

for

reJlection.

P: Gracious God.

C: have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and given ourselves into the
power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly repent. In your compassion forgive us our
sins, knonn and unknown, things we have done and things we haye failed to do. Turn us
again to you, and uphold us by your Spirit, so that we may live and serve you in newness of
life through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
P: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake
God forgives us all our sins.
As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority,
I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins,
In the name of the Father, and of the +Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

C: Amen.

I

GATHERING SONG,4 Mighty Fortress Is Our God (isometric) (ELW
(hum or sing softly with mask on)

5O4)

I A mighty fortress is our God, a sword and shield victorious;
he breaks the cruel oppressor's rod and wins salvation glorious
The old satanic foe has swom to work us woe!

With craft and dreadful might he arms himself to fight.
On earth he has no equal.
2 No strength of ours can match his might! We would be lost, rejected
But now a champion comes to fight, whom God himself elected.
You ask who this may be? The Lord of hosts is he!
Christ Jesus, mighty Lord, God's only Son, adored.
He holds the held victorious.

ofdevils fill the land all threat'ning to devour us,
we tremble not, unmoved we stand; they cannot overpow'r us.
Let this world's tyrant rage; in battle we'll engage!
His might is doomed to fail; God's judgment must prevail !
One little word subdues him.
3 Though hordes

4 God's Word forever shall abide, no thanks to foes, who fear it;
for God himself fights by our side with weapons of the Spirit.
Were they to take our house, goods, honor, child, or spouse,
through life be wrenched away, they cannot win the day.
The kingdom's ours forever!

GREETING
P: The grace ofour Lord Jesus Christ, the love ofGod,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C: And also with you.
PRAYER OF THE DAY
P: Let us pray.
C: Almighty God, gracious Lord, we thank you that your Holy Spirit renews the church in
every age. Pour out your Holy Spirit on your faithful people. Keep them steadfast in your
word, protect and comfort them in times of trial, defend thcm against all enemies ofthe
gospel, and bestow on the church your saving peace, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
The assembly is seated.

WORD
Cod speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song
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FIRST READING: Jeremiah 31:31-34
L: A reading from Jeremiah.
The renewed covenant will not be breakable, but like the old coyenant it will expect the people to
live upright lives. To know the LORD means that one will defend the cause of the poor and needy
(Jer. 2 2: 16). The reneu'ed covenant is possible only because the LORD will forgive iniquity and
not remember sin. Our hope lies in a God who forgets.

' The days are surely coming, says the LoRD, when I will make a new covenant with the house
of
lsrael and the house of Judah. It will not be like the covenant that I made with their ancestors
when I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt-a covenant that they
broke, though I was their husband, says the LoRD. But this is the covenant that I will make with
the house of Israel after those days, says the LoRD: I will put my law within them, and I will
write it on their hearts; and I will be their God, and they shall be my people. 'No longer shall
they teach one another, or say to each other, "Know the Lono," for they shall all know me, from
the least ofthem to the greatest, says the LoRD; for I will forgive their iniquity, and remember
their sin no more.

L: The word ofthe Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

PSALM 46 read responsively
God is our refuge and strength
a very present help in trouLle.
Therefore we will not fear, though the earth be moved,
and though the mountains shake in the depths of the sea;
though its waters rage and foam,
and though the mountains tremble with its tumult.
There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God,
the holy habitation of the Most High.
God is in the midst of the city; it shall not be shaken;
God shatl help it at the break of day.
The nations rage, and the kingdoms shake;
God speaks, and the earth melts away.
The LoRD of hosts is with us:
the God ofJacob is our stronghold.
Come now, regard the works of the LoRD,
what desolations God has brought upon the earth;
behold the one who makes war to cease in all the worldl
who breaks the bow, and shatters the spear, and bums the shields with fire.
"Be still then, and know that I am God;
I will be exalted among the nations; I will be exalted in the earth."
The LoRD of hosts is with usl
the God ofJacob is our stronghold.
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SECOND READING: Romans 3:19-28
L: A reading from Romans.
Paul's words stand at the heart ofthe preaching qf Martin Luther and other ReJbrmation
leaders. No human beings make themselves rtght with God through works of the law. We are
brought into a right relationship v,ith God through the divine activiO, centered in Christ's death.
This act is a gift of grace that liberates us from sin and empov'ers our.faith in Jesus Christ.
Now we know that whatever the law says, it speaks to those who are under the law, so that
every mouth may be silenced, and the whole world may be held accountable to God. For "no
human being will bejustified in his sight" by deeds prescribed by the [aw, for through the law
comes the knowledge of sin.
But now, apart from law, the righteousness ofGod has been disclosed, and is attested by the
law and the prophets, the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe
For there is no distinction, 'since all have sinned and fall short of the glory ofGod; :they are
now justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, whom God
put forward as a sacrifice of atonement by his blood, effective through faith. He did this to show
his righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed over the sins previously
committed; it was to prove at the present time that he himself is righteous and that he justifies
the one who has faith in Jesus.
Then what becomes ofboasting? It is excluded. By what law? By that ofworks? No, but by
the law of faith. For we hold that a person is justified by faith apart from works prescribed by
the law.

L: The word of the Lord
C: Thanks be to God.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go?
You have the words of eternal life.
Alleluia. Alleluia.
GOSPEL: John 8:31-36
P: The holy gospel according to John.

C: Glory to you, O Lord.
Jesus speaks of truth and freedom as

truth that

sets peoplc

spiritual realities knov'n through his u'ord. He reveals the

free from sin.

Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, "lf you continue in my word, you are truly my
disciples; and you will know the truth, and the truth will make you free." They answered him,
"We are descendants ofAbraham and have never been slaves to anyone. What do you mean by
saying, 'You will be made {iee'?"
Jesus answered them, "Very truly, I tell you, everyone who commits sin is a slave to sin.
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The slave does not have a permanent place in the household; the son has a place there forever
So if the Son makes you free, you will be free indeed."
P: The gospel of the Lord.

C: Praise to you, O Christ.
SERNION
Silence

for meditation

HYMN OF THE DAY Built on a Rock (EL\ill 652)
(Hum or sing softly with mask on)

I Built

on a rock the church shall stand, even when steeples are falling;
crumbled have spires in ev'ry land, bells still are chiming and callingcalling the young and old to rest, calling the souls ofthose distressed,
longing for life everlasting.
2 Surely, in temples made with hands God the Most High is not dwelling-high in the heav'ns his temple stands, all earthly temples excelling.
Yet he who dwells in heav'n above deigns to abide with us in love,
making our bodies his temple.

of living stones: we are his own habitation;
fills our hearts, his humble thrones, granting us life and salvation.
Where two or three will seek his face, he in their midst will show his grace,
3 Christ builds a house

he

blessings upon them bestowing.
4 Yet in this house, an earthly frame, Jesus the children is blessingl
hither we come to praise his name, faith in our Savior confessing.
Jesus to us his Spirit sent, making with us his covenant,
granting his children the kingdom.

all the passing years, O Lord, grant that, when church bells are ringing,
many may come to hear your Word, who here this promise is bringing:
"l know my own, my own know me; you, not the world, my face shall see;
my peace I leave with you. Amen."
5 Through

APOSTLES CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate.
was crucified, died, and was buried;
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he descended to the dead.*

I

On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
A: With confidence in God's grace and mercy, let us pray for the church, the world, and all those
in need.
A brief silence.

A: Renew and inspire the church in the freedom of the gospel, O God. Where the church is in
enor, reform it. Where the church speaks your truth, strengthen it. Where the church is divided,
uni! it. Ignite in us the working of the Holy Spirit. Lord, in your mercy,
C: hear our prayer.
A: As the earth changes, as mountains shake and the waters roar, may we care for this planet
holy habitation for all living things. Sustain all peoples and lands recovering from natural

as a

disasters of any kind (especially). Lord, in your mercy,

C: hear our prayer.
A: Guide areas of the world divided or traumatized by conflict, especially in our own land. Free
all from slavery and human trafficking, and protect all in harm's way. Lord, in your mercy,
C: hear our prayer.
A:

Release those living in bondage to debts, chronic pain, or addiction. Grant healing touch to
those who are ill (especially). Lord, in your mercy,

C: hear our prayer.
A: In this family offaith we give thanks for courageous voices that have remained firm in their
commitment to the one who frees us from sin and death. Centered in your grace, unifu us in the
hope ofthe gospel. Lord, in your mercy,
C: hear our prayer.

A: Even in death, you fiee

us and give us a place in your house. We give thanks for our ancestors

who have shown us truth and fieedom, especially Martin Luther and those who work for the
renewal of the church. Lord, in your mercy,
C: hear our prayer.
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P: Listen as we call on you, O God, and enfold in your loving arms all for whom we pray, in the
name ofJesus Christ our Lord.

C: Amen.

MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ

OFFERING PRAYER
A: Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things.
You have set before us these gifts ofyour good creation.
Prepare us for your heavenly banquet, nourish us with this rich food
and send us forth to set tables in the midst of a suffering world,
through the bread

oflife,

and drink,

Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING
DIALOGUE
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE by Pastor

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of pow'r and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna. Hosanna. Hosanna in the highest,
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord,
Hosanna in the highest.

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
Holy God, our Bread of life, our Table, and our Food,
you created a world in which all might be satisfied by your abundance.
You dined with Abraham and Sarah, promising them life,
and fed your people Israel with manna from heaven.
You sent your Son to eat with sinners and to become food for the world.
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
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Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink. saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Remembering, therefore,
his life given for us and his rising from the grave,
we await his coming again to share with us the everlasting feast.
By your Spirit nurture and sustain us with this meal:
strengthen us to serve all in hunger and want,
and by this bread and cup make ofus the body ofyour Son.
Through him all glory and honor is yours.
Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit,
in your holy Church, both now and forever.
Amen.

LORD'S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
P: Come to the banquet table
where Christ gives himself as food and drink.

THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION
Christ" by holding out your hands in a cup like
you
as
as
can.
The
Pastor
w'ill
drop
the wafer into your hand, saying "the body of
fashion far
Christ given.for you," and you respond "Amen," then go to the left or right and receive the
"blood of Christ".from a pre-filled glass. The glasses will be separated so you don't touch one
another. Take the glass and the communion assistant standing in the choir loft will say, "the
blood of Christ shed.for you. " There will be (1 separate tray of glasses with grape juice for those
who prefer grape juice.
Please come.forw'ard to receive the "body of
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COMMUNION
llhen giving the bread and cup, the communion ministers say
The body of Christ, given for you.
The blood of Christ, shed for you.
and each person may respond
Amen.

COMMUNION SONG
Lamb ofGod, you take away the sin ofthe world; have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
Lamb ofGod, you take away the sin ofthe rvorldl grant us peace.
SONG AFTER COMMUNION Jesus, Remember Me
Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom.
Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
A: We give you thanks, gracious God, that you have once again fed us with food beyond
compare,the body and blood of Christ. Lead us from this place, nourished and forgiven, into your
beloved vineyard to wipe away the tears of all who hunger and thirst, guided by the example of
the same Jesus Christ and led by the Holy Spirit, now and forever.
C: Amen.

SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

BLESSINC

DISMISSAL
Postlude
Please leave

your offering in the offertory plate located st esch exit of the church.

Announcements
We are receiving a collection to help with the medical expenses ofBen Saar. The easiest
v'ay to help would be lo make your donation payable to St. John Lutheran, Pastor's
Discrelionary Fund, rather thank the GoFundMe page which charges a percentage of the
doanlions.

our congratuldtions to Miranda and Zak Herman on the birth oftheir baby girl,
Lila Rose Herman born on 10-14-20.
We exlend
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Remember in prayer: Rowen Aldridge, Luke Antolick, Bob Braucht, Dawn Hauser, Ralph
Lehman, Caleb Leone, David Mitchell, Bob and Phyllis Moriarity, Kathy Neal, Rev. Donald and
Ruth Nice, Cora Pellitier, Jack Rishel, Joann Rishel, Ben Saar, Jane Shaffer, John Truax,
Jillian Waldman, and all of our shut-ins; the safety olour military troops around the world
(Mark Baier, Jade Cordrey, Paul Laidacker, Kenny Leitch, Maddison Myers, Tyler O'Neal,
Adam Shaffer, Aaron Stabley, Paul St. James, Jenna White); Everyone affected by the fires on
the West Coast; Family Promise and the homeless in our counties. Bishop Eaton, our Presiding
Bishop; and Bishop Collins, Bishop ofthe Upper Susquehanna Synod. For our Companion
Synod in Liberia and Ansbach-Wurzburg, Germany; our sister church, St. Wunibald in
Heidenheim, Germany and for the New Love Center as it seeks to build a new food hub.
The flowers are given to the Glory ofGod by Zane and Hazel Spong.
Special Thanks to this week's helpers: Lectors - Deb Heydrich; Assisting Ministers - Joyce
Braucht and Carl Schaefer; Acolyte -; Communion Assistants-; Head Usher -Gina Johnson;
Tellers- Jim Ely; Bulletin sponsor -;

Next week's helpers: Lectors Kathy Brundick; Assisting Ministers -Deb Heydrich and Ron
Brundick; Acolyte -; Communion Assistants -; Head Usher -Dawn McCloskey; Tellers- Shane
Snyder and Dawn McCloskey; Bulletin sponsor -;
The Lutheran Church Women's Prayer Chain is a vital ministry of St. John Lutheran.
Anyone in need ofprayers is asked to contact any ofthe following persons:
Gloria Ely - 570-873-3597
Sarah Davidson - 570-398-0659
Joyce Braucht - 57 0-398-2852

Bible Study - Bible Study will be held at l0:00 a.m. every Monday in the large Sunday School
room. We will study the book of Esther. Please join us. We will begin on November l6 a new
Bible Study for Advent: ,4 lllonderfil Life.
Chancel Choir is FUN! -Yes, you need to go to rehearsal, but we are a great group. Chorr
invites you to join us-make a joyful noise unto the Lord and have great fellowship! Choir will
practice Wednesday, October 2l and 28 at 6:30 p.m. and sing an anthem beginning on Sunday,
November I . Choir members will be asked / required to wear a mask or shield at all times, and
we will work on socially distancing at rehearsal and in the nave. We'd love for you to join us!
St John Evangelical Lutheran Church is pleased to offer a preventive health even on 1012812020
Life Line Screening, a leading provider of community-based preventive health screenings, will
host their affordable, non-invasive and painless health screenings. Five screenings will be offered
that scan for potential health problems related to: blocked arteries which is a leading cause of
stroke; abdominal aortic aneurysms which can lead to a ruptured aorta; hardening of the arteries
in the legs which is a strong predictor ofheart disease; atrial fibrillation or irregular heart beat
which is closely tied to stroke risk; and a bone density screening, for men and women, used to
assess the risk ofosteoporosis. Register for a Wellness Package which includes 4 vascular tests
and osteoporosis screening from S 149 ($ 139 with our member discount).
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All five

screenings take 60-90 minutes to complete. There are three ways to register for this
event and to receive a $10 discount off any package priced above $129, please call 1-888653-6441 or visit rv* n.lifelinescrccn ing.com/cnmmuni tr circlc or text the word circle to
797979

All Saints Sunday - On November l" we will remember the Saints Triumphant with

the lighting

of candles.

Women of the Church - There will be a Women of the Church meeting following the 9:00 a.m.
service in the Chapel on Sunday, November l't to discuss the Christmas Bazaar.
Veterans Day Celebration - A special liturgy will be used on November 8 to recognize our
veterans and give thanks for their service to our country. We invite all our veterans to join us in
worship that day as we pay tribute to those who served our country.

Harvest Home - Our annual collection of food donations for Harvest Home wi[[ be on Sunday
November 15. This year we will be collecting any flavor of Jello for the Food Pantry.
Congregation Meeting - The annual congregation meeting to elect new council members, elect
synod delegates, and approve the 202 I budget will be held after the worship service on Sunday,
November 22. Ifinterested in serving as a synod delegate, please let Pastor or Bill Ely know
now. We need 2 candidates. Conference Assembly will be in May and Synod Assembly witl be
in June.
The First Sunday in Advent is November 29.

Apple Dumplings Update - The Women of St. John have made the difficult decision to not
gather together in the kitchen to make the homemade apple dumplings at this time because of
COVID. We do hope that next year, we can resume our annual tradition.

Appreciation Dinner Update - The women ofSt. John have decided to postpone the Annual
Volunteer Appreciation Dinner until after the first of the year. We will update you with more
information when available. McElhattan United Methodist church is having their free
Thanksgiving dinner on Saturday, November 21, l l am until they are out offood. They will
need donations ofchocolate chip cookies.
Woolrich and McElhattan United Methodist Churches are conducting their annual Christmas
stocking stuffer for area families. They are asking for donations of small items for a stocking:
slinky's, match box cars, hair ties, stickers, crayons, toothbrushes, anything small that one would
fit in a stocking by November 8. Either leave at St. John or Woolrich United Methodist Church.
They will have a drive-by distribution before Christmas.
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Give* Text: Simply send a text message to 570-865-l l0l with the amount you would like to
contribute. Within a few minutes, you'll be sent a text with a link to register. Click on the link
and enter your cardholder name and credit or debit card information. Once your registration is
complete, you will receive a text verification and a receipt ofyour donation via email.

Christmas-at-Sea Would you like to bring joy to seafarers who will not be home with their
families for Christmas? Our port chaplains deliver satchels filled with gifts to the seafarers they
meet in port in the weeks prior to Christmas. Later, on Christmas Eve or Christmas Day, when
the ship is in the middle of the ocean, the captain will hold a celebration, and all the crew will
open their satchels, each containing: One sweatshirt - hooded or unhooded (size L-XL)
Three pairs ol socks - thermal or white gym
One casual pullover T-shirt (size M-L)
Knit hat or scarf
One can of nuts or bar of chocolate. and
A Christmas card from you.
We invite you to participate in a memory of Pastor Martha McCracken by purchasing the items
needed for a Christmas Seafarer's bag. Bags are available in the office. Please return by Nov. l.
for many years Pastor McCracken was President of Seafarers Ministry.

Giving Plus+ - Download the "Giving Plus+"

app from your app store for your cell phone.
This feature is also available on our web site. Enter your email, make up a password, and walk
through the choices to give the church an electronic donation by check or debit/credit card.
People were asking if they could give electronically by debit/credit card. Now this feature is
available. If you have any questions, contact Pastor Aucker.

THIS WEEK'S EVENTS

25,2020

Sunday, October
9:00 a.m. Nave Worship Service

7:00 p.m. AA meeting
Monday, October 26, 2020
l0:00 a.m. Bible Study
1 1:00 a.m. Pick Hymns
6:30 p.m. Boy Scouts
Tuesday, October 27 , 2020
7:30 p.m. A.A. and N. A. meetings
Wednesday, October 28, 2020
8:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m. Life Line Screenings
I 0:00 a.m. Prayer/Communion at Trinity Episcopal
6:30 p.m. Choir
Saturday, October
Sunday, November
Seafarers Bags Due
9:00 a.m. Nave Worship Service - Choir Anthem
Women of the Church meeting in the Chapel
2:00 p.m. Catechism
7:00 p.m. AA meeting

31,2020
1,2020

Reformation Sunday

All Hallow's Eve

All

Saints Sunday
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