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St. John Evangelical Lutheran Church  

Sunday, January 10, 2021 

Baptism of Our Lord 

 
Introduction to the day 

Our re-creation in baptism is an image of the Genesis creation, where the Spirit of God moved 

over the waters. Both Mark’s gospel and the story in Acts make clear that it is the Spirit’s 

movement that distinguishes Jesus’ baptism from John’s. The Spirit has come upon us as upon 

Jesus and the Ephesians, calling us God’s beloved children and setting us on Jesus’ mission to 

re-create the world in the image of God’s vision of justice and peace. 

 

PRELUDE  

 

PRESENTATION  

Dear friends, we give thanks for the gift of baptism as we come before God to make public 

affirmation of baptism into Christ. 

Let us pray. 

Merciful God, we thank you that you have made us your own by water and the Word in baptism. 

You have called us to yourself, enlightened us with the gifts of your Spirit, and nourished us in 

the community of faith. Uphold us and all your servants in the gifts and promises of baptism, and 

unite the hearts of all whom you have brought to new birth. We ask this in the name of Christ. 

Amen. 

 

PROFESSION OF FAITH  

I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess the faith of the church. 

Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God? 

Response:  

I renounce them. 

Do you renounce the powers of this world that rebel against God? 

Response:  

I renounce them. 

Do you renounce the ways of sin that draw you from God? 

Response:  

I renounce them. 

Do you believe in God the Father? 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
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Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead.* 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. 

 

AFFIRMATION OF BAPTISM  

 

You have made public profession of your faith. Do you intend to continue in the covenant God 

made with you in holy baptism: 

to live among God’s faithful people, 

to hear the word of God and share in the Lord’s supper, 

to proclaim the good news of God in Christ through word and deed, 

to serve all people, following the example of Jesus, 

and to strive for justice and peace in all the earth? 

C: I do, and I ask God to help and guide me. 

 

People of God, do you promise to support and pray for one another in your life in Christ? 

C: We do, and we ask God to help and guide us. 

 

P: Let us pray. 

We give you thanks, O God, that through water and the Holy Spirit you give us new birth, 

cleanse us from sin, and raise us to eternal life. Stir up in your people the gift of your Holy Spirit: 

the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge 

and the fear of the Lord, the spirit of joy in your presence both now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

 

GATHERING SONG Christ, When for Us You Were Baptized (ELW 304) 

1 Christ, when for us you were baptized, 

God's Spirit on you came, 

as peaceful as a dove, and yet as urgent as a flame, as urgent as a flame. 
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2 God called you, "My beloved Son"; 

you are God's servant true, 

sent to proclaim the reign of heav'n, God's holy will to do, God's holy will to do. 

 

3 Straightway and steadfast until death 

you then obeyed the call 

to serve with free and willing heart, to give your life for all, to give your life for all. 

 

4 Baptize us with your Spirit, Lord; 

your cross on us be signed, 

that likewise in God's service we may perfect freedom find, may perfect freedom find. 

GREETING 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C: And also with you. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY  

P: Let us pray.  

C: Holy God, creator of light and giver of goodness, your voice moves over the waters. 

Immerse us in your grace, and transform us by your Spirit, that we may follow after your 

Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. Amen. 

The assembly is seated. 

WORD 

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 

FIRST READING: Genesis 1:1-5 

 

L: A reading from Genesis. 

Out of chaos, God brings order. Out of the formless void, God brings light. This familiar story 

was good news for the Israelites, who experienced much chaos in their history. It remains good 

news for us. God created and continues to create new life. 

1In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, 2the earth was a formless void and 

darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God swept over the face of the waters. 
3Then God said, “Let there be light”; and there was light. 4And God saw that the light was good; 

and God separated the light from the darkness. 5God called the light Day, and the darkness he 

called Night. And there was evening and there was morning, the first day. 

 

L: The word of the Lord.  

C: Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM: 29 read responsively 

 
1Ascribe to the LORD, you gods, 

  ascribe to the LORD glory and strength. 

 2Ascribe to the LORD the glory due God’s name; 

  worship the LORD in the beauty of holiness. 

 3The voice of the LORD is upon the waters; the God of glory thunders; 

  the LORD is upon the mighty waters. 

 4The voice of the LORD is a powerful voice; 

  the voice of the LORD is a voice of splendor.  

 5The voice of the LORD breaks the cedar trees; 

  the LORD breaks the cedars of Lebanon; 

 6the LORD makes Lebanon skip like a calf, 

  and Mount Hermon like a young wild ox. 

 7The voice of the LORD 

  bursts forth in lightning flashes. 

 8The voice of the LORD shakes the wilderness; 

  the LORD shakes the wilderness of Kadesh.  

 9The voice of the LORD makes the oak trees writhe and strips the forests bare. 

  And in the temple of the LORD all are crying, “Glory!” 

 10The LORD sits enthroned above the flood; 

  the LORD sits enthroned as king forevermore. 

 11O LORD, give strength to your people; 

  give them, O LORD, the blessings of peace. 

 

SECOND READING: Acts 19:1-7 

 

L: A reading from Acts. 

In Ephesus, Paul encounters people who had received John’s baptism of repentance but had 

never heard of the Holy Spirit or of baptism in the name of Jesus. After Paul baptizes them, the 

Holy Spirit comes upon them and empowers them with gifts of the Spirit. 

1While Apollos was in Corinth, Paul passed through the interior regions and came to Ephesus, 

where he found some disciples. 2He said to them, “Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you 

became believers?” They replied, “No, we have not even heard that there is a Holy Spirit.” 3Then 

he said, “Into what then were you baptized?” They answered, “Into John’s baptism.” 4Paul said, 

“John baptized with the baptism of repentance, telling the people to believe in the one who was 

to come after him, that is, in Jesus.” 5On hearing this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord 

Jesus. 6When Paul had laid his hands on them, the Holy Spirit came upon them, and they spoke 

in tongues and prophesied—7altogether there were about twelve of them. 

 

L: The word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 

Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? 

You have the words of eternal life. 

Alleluia. Alleluia. 

 

GOSPEL: Mark 1:4-11 

 

P: The holy gospel according to Mark. 

C: Glory to you, O Lord. 

Mark’s gospel reports the story of Jesus’ baptism with some irony: the one on whom the Spirit 

descends is himself the one who will baptize others with the Holy Spirit. 

4John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the 

forgiveness of sins. 5And people from the whole Judean countryside and all the people of 

Jerusalem were going out to him, and were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their 

sins. 6Now John was clothed with camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his waist, and he ate 

locusts and wild honey. 7He proclaimed, “The one who is more powerful than I is coming after 

me; I am not worthy to stoop down and untie the thong of his sandals. 8I have baptized you with 

water; but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.” 

 

  9In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan. 
10And just as he was coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens torn apart and the Spirit 

descending like a dove on him. 11And a voice came from heaven, “You are my Son, the Beloved; 

with you I am well pleased.” 

 

P: The gospel of the Lord. 

C: Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

SERMON  

 

Silence for meditation 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY Beautiful Savior (ELW 838) 

1 Beautiful Savior, 

King of creation, Son of God and Son of Man! 

Truly I'd love thee, truly I'd serve thee, 

light of my soul, my joy, my crown. 

 

4 Beautiful Savior, 

Lord of the nations, 

Son of God and Son of Man! 

Glory and honor, praise, adoration, 

now and forevermore be thine! 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

A: Guided by Christ made known to the nations, let us offer our prayers for the church, the 

world, and all people in need. 

A brief silence. 

A: For the church throughout the world and its leaders, that guided by the Holy Spirit they 

proclaim the forgiveness of sins, let us pray. 

C: Have mercy, O God. 

 

A: For wilderness and water, wind and wild beasts, and all living things on earth, that God’s 

goodness is revealed through creation and faithful stewards care for all God has made, let us 

pray. 

C: Have mercy, O God. 

 

A: For the nations of the world and their leaders, for laborers busy both day and night, and for 

peacemakers amid strife, that God inspire all people to use their strength wisely, let us pray. 

C: Have mercy, O God. 

 

A: For the sick and those who provide medical care, for the imprisoned and those who show 

them mercy, for the lonely and those who provide companionship, for all who suffer (especially), 

that God shower compassion, let us pray. 

C: Have mercy, O God. 

 

A: For the congregation gathered here, for students returning to school, for those seeking renewal 

in their daily work, that all the beloved of God experience grace and peace, let us pray. 

C: Have mercy, O God. 

 

A: In thanksgiving for the faithful departed who now rest from their labors, that their witness 

inspire us in our baptismal vocations, let us pray. 

C: Have mercy, O God. 

 

P: Merciful God, hear the prayers of your people, spoken or silent, for the sake of the one who 

dwells among us, your Son, Jesus Christ our Savior. 

C: Amen. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER  

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come,thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
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and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory,  

forever and ever.  

Amen. 

 

SENDING 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 

BLESSING 

P: Almighty God, who sent the Holy Spirit to Mary, 

proclaimed joy through the angels, sent the shepherds with good news, 

and led the magi by a star, bless you this day ☩ through the Word made flesh. 

Amen. 

 

Postlude  

     Announcements                                        

 

Remember in prayer: Rowen Aldridge, Betty and Jim Allen, Luke Antolick, Bob Braucht, Dawn 

Hauser, Dave Kuehl, Ralph Lehman, Sara Leighow, David Mitchell, Bob and Phyllis Moriarity, 

Kathy Neal, Rev. Donald and Ruth Nice, Jack Rishel, Joann Rishel, Ben Saar, Jane Shaffer, John 

Truax, Jillian Waldman, and all of our shut-ins; the safety of our military troops around the 

world  (Mark Baier, Isaac Boring, Jade Cordrey, Paul Laidacker, Kenny Leitch, Maddison 

Myers, Tyler O’Neal, Adam Shaffer, Aaron Stabley, Paul St. James, Jenna White); Everyone 

affected by the fires on the West Coast; Family Promise and the homeless in our counties. 

Bishop Eaton, our Presiding Bishop; and Bishop Collins, Bishop of the Upper Susquehanna 

Synod. For our Companion Synod in Liberia and Ansbach-Wurzburg, Germany; our sister 

church, St. Wunibald in Heidenheim, Germany and for the New Love Center as it seeks to build 

a new food hub.  

 

The Lutheran Church Women’s Prayer Chain is a vital ministry of St. John Lutheran.   

Anyone in need of prayers is asked to contact any of the following persons: 

                                                  Gloria Ely – 570-873-3597                              

                                                  Sarah Davidson - 570-398-0659  

                                                  Joyce Braucht - 570-398-2852 

 

Giving Plus+ Download the “Giving Plus+” app from your app store for your cell phone.  

Also available on our web site. Enter your email, make up a password, and walk through the 

choices to give the church an electronic donation by check or debit/credit card. People were 

asking if they could give electronically by debit/credit card.  

 

Give+ Text: Simply send a text message to 570-865-1101 with the amount you would like to 

contribute. Within a few minutes, you’ll be sent a text with a link to register. Click on the link 

and enter your cardholder name and credit or debit card information. Once your registration is 

complete, you will receive a text verification and a receipt of your donation via email. 
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Church Envelopes  - Please call the church office Tuesday, Wednesday or Thursday at 

570.398.1676 to arrange pick up or drop off of your 2021 offering envelopes. Thank you. 

 

Upper Room and The Word and Season - If you would like the January edition of either they 

are located on the table by the Thompson St. entrance. Please call the church office at 

570.398.1676 to arrange distribution. Thank you. 

 

Annual Reports - A reminder to the chairs of all ministries of St. John Lutheran – your annual 

reports must be submitted to Molly by January 10 to be included in the annual report to the 

congregation. Thank you 

 

THIS WEEK’S EVENTS 
 

Sunday, January 10, 2021       Baptism of Our Lord 

 9:00 a.m. Worship Service on Facebook 

Tuesday, January 12, 2021 

 10:00 a.m. Conference Clergy 

Wednesday, January 13, 2021 

 10:00 a.m. Prayer Trinity Epsicopal 

Thursday, January 14, 2021 

 Noon - JS Ministerium 

Sunday, January 17, 2021                2nd Sunday after the Epiphany 

 9:00 a.m. Worship Service on Facebook 

 2:00 p.m. Catechism 9th and 10th Commandments 

 

 

 


