St. John Evangelical Lutheran Church
Sunday, June 6, 2021
2nd Sunday after Pentecost
This morning we are led in worship by, Mr. Gary Johnson, an Authorized Lay Worship Leader
of the Upper Susquehanna Synod. Authorized Lay Worship Leaders have received extensive
training so as to provide worship leadership and preaching, and also have been authorized by the
bishop of the synod to preside at the Eucharist in specific situations
“The Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA) is committed to ordained ministry as the
primary means for filling the needs of this church for Word and Sacrament, but at this place in
the church’s pilgrimage, the church’s inability to provide all congregations with full-time
ordained pastoral ministry presents a challenge. On any given Sunday, congregations have needs
that cannot be met by available ordained ministers. Therefore, because it is the bishop’s
responsibility to meet the Word and Sacrament needs of the congregations in this Synod,
synodically authorized lay worship leaders are trained to meet this need. On behalf of the whole
church, Bishop C ollins is deeply gratified by the ministry of these servants of the Gospel.”
Introduction to the day
A house divided against itself cannot stand. Jesus makes this observation in light of charges that
he is possessed. He is possessed, not by a demon, but by the Holy Spirit. We who have received
the Holy Spirit through baptism have been joined to Christ’s death and resurrection and knit
together in the body of Christ. Those with whom we sing and pray this day are Jesus’ family.
With them we go forth in peace to do the will of God.
JOYS AND CONCERNS
PRELUDE
GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
The assembly stands. All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as
the presiding minister begins.
In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are
hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may
perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
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Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
The assembly kneels or stands.
Gracious God,
have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and given ourselves into the
power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly repent. In your compassion forgive us our
sins, known and unknown, things we have done and things we have failed to do. Turn us
again to you, and uphold us by your Spirit, so that we may live and serve you in newness of
life through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
P: God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive
together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are
forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live
in your hearts through faith.
C: Amen.
GATHERING SONG: Gather Us In (ELW 532)
GREETING
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.
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CANTICLE OF PRAISE
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
P: Let us pray.
C: All-powerful God, in Jesus Christ you turned death into life and defeat into victory.
Increase our faith and trust in him, that we may triumph over all evil in the strength of the
same Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.
FIRST READING: Genesis 3:8-15
L: A reading from Genesis.
Immediately after Adam and Eve eat the forbidden fruit, they hide from God. Neither takes
responsibility for their sin, instead blaming each other, the snake, and even God. The curse on
the snake was understood as a messianic prophecy by the early church, who associated Eve’s
“offspring” with Christ.
[Adam and Eve] heard the sound of the LORD God walking in the garden at the time of the
evening breeze, and the man and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the LORD God
among the trees of the garden.9But the LORD God called to the man, and said to him, “Where are
you?” 10He said, “I heard the sound of you in the garden, and I was afraid, because I was naked;
and I hid myself.” 11He said, “Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten from the tree
of which I commanded you not to eat?” 12The man said, “The woman whom you gave to be with
me, she gave me fruit from the tree, and I ate.” 13Then the LORD God said to the woman, “What
is this that you have done?” The woman said, “The serpent tricked me, and I ate.” 14The LORD
God said to the serpent,
“Because you have done this,
cursed are you among all animals
and among all wild creatures;
upon your belly you shall go,
and dust you shall eat
all the days of your life.
15
I will put enmity between you and the woman,
and between your offspring and hers;
he will strike your head,
and you will strike his heel.”
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L: The word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

4

PSALM: 130 read responsively
Out of the depths
I cry to you, O LORD;
2
O LORD, hear my voice!
Let your ears be attentive to the voice of my supplication.
3
If you were to keep watch over sins,
O LORD, who could stand?
4
Yet with you is forgiveness,
in order that you may be feared.
5
I wait for you, O LORD; my soul waits;
in your word is my hope.
6
My soul waits for the Lord more than those who keep watch for the morning,
more than those who keep watch for the morning.
7
O Israel, wait for the LORD, for with the LORD there is steadfast love;
with the LORD there is plenteous redemption.
8
For the LORD shall redeem Israel
from all their sins.
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SECOND READING: 2 Corinthians 4:13--5:1
L: A reading from 2 Corinthians.
Life in the present is transitory and cannot compare with the eternal home God has prepared for
us. So we do not despair no matter what life might bring because we know that as God raised
Jesus from the dead, God promises to bring us into eternal life.
Just as we have the same spirit of faith that is in accordance with scripture—“I believed, and so
I spoke”—we also believe, and so we speak, 14because we know that the one who raised the Lord
Jesus will raise us also with Jesus, and will bring us with you into his presence. 15Yes, everything
is for your sake, so that grace, as it extends to more and more people, may increase thanksgiving,
to the glory of God.
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So we do not lose heart. Even though our outer nature is wasting away, our inner nature is
being renewed day by day. 17For this slight momentary affliction is preparing us for an eternal
weight of glory beyond all measure, 18because we look not at what can be seen but at what
cannot be seen; for what can be seen is temporary, but what cannot be seen is eternal.
5:1
For we know that if the earthly tent we live in is destroyed, we have a building from God, a
house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens.
16

L: The word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

GOSPEL: Mark 3:20-35
The holy gospel according to Mark.
Glory to you, O Lord.
In response to charges that he is possessed, Jesus wonders aloud how anyone who is demonpossessed can cast out demons. Those who do the will of God are possessed by the Holy Spirit,
siblings of Christ.
[Jesus went home;] 20and the crowd came together again, so that [Jesus and the disciples] could
not even eat. 21When his family heard it, they went out to restrain him, for people were saying,
“He has gone out of his mind.” 22And the scribes who came down from Jerusalem said, “He has
Beelzebul, and by the ruler of the demons he casts out demons.” 23And he called them to him,
and spoke to them in parables, “How can Satan cast out Satan? 24If a kingdom is divided against
itself, that kingdom cannot stand. 25And if a house is divided against itself, that house will not be
able to stand. 26And if Satan has risen up against himself and is divided, he cannot stand, but his
end has come. 27But no one can enter a strong man’s house and plunder his property without first
tying up the strong man; then indeed the house can be plundered.
28
“Truly I tell you, people will be forgiven for their sins and whatever blasphemies they utter;
29
but whoever blasphemes against the Holy Spirit can never have forgiveness, but is guilty of an
eternal sin”—30for they had said, “He has an unclean spirit.”
31
Then his mother and his brothers came; and standing outside, they sent to him and called
him. 32A crowd was sitting around him; and they said to him, “Your mother and your brothers
and sisters are outside, asking for you.” 33And he replied, “Who are my mother and my
brothers?” 34And looking at those who sat around him, he said, “Here are my mother and my
brothers! 35Whoever does the will of God is my brother and sister and mother.”
P: The gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.
SERMON
Silence for meditation
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HYMN OF THE DAY: Built on a Rock (ELW 652)
APOSTLES CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
A: Let us come before the triune God in prayer.
A brief silence.
A: God of wholeness, we pray for believers all over the globe (global mission partners may be
named). Unify us in service of the gospel, that we may work together as beloved siblings to share
your love with all. Lord, in your mercy,
C: hear our prayer.
A: God of the cosmos, we pray for creation; the gardens, waterways and creatures near to us and
diverse forms of life that remain unseen. Teach us to treat the natural world with reverence,
seeking restoration when human divisions have caused harm to your beloved creation. Lord, in
your mercy,
C: hear our prayer.
A: God of all people, we pray for harmony among the nations. Cast out from us unclean spirits of
greed and fear, that we may work in solidarity with one another for the common good. Lord, in
your mercy,
C: hear our prayer.
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A: God of abundance, we pray for those who are oppressed or in any need. Encourage those who
have begun to lose heart. Strengthen and renew us with your Spirit. Lord, in your mercy,
C: hear our prayer.
A: God of righteousness, we pray for this holy house of worship. Set our gaze upon things
eternal, that in thanksgiving for your mercy, we may extend grace to more and more people.
Lord, in your mercy,
C: hear our prayer.
A: God of the ages, in your goodness you have sent us faithful witnesses for every time and
place. We give you thanks for those saints who now rest in your eternal mercy (especially). Lord,
in your mercy,
C: hear our prayer.
P: We lift our prayers to you, O God, trusting in your abiding grace.
C: Amen.
MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.
Our Offerings
This is our response to God's grace.
This ministry is funded by those who call St. John home and are excited about what God is doing
through this ministry. If you are new to church, please don't feel any obligation to give. As much
as we welcome your gifts for the Lord's work in this place, we care a whole lot more about you
than money. We're just thrilled you're here.
OFFERTORY
Offertory Hymn: Create in Me
(ELW 186)
Cre-ate in me a clean heart, O God, and re-new a right spir-it with-in me.
Cast me not a-way from your pres-ence, and take not your Ho-ly Spir-it from me.
Re-store to me the joy of your sal-va-tion, and up-hold me with your free Spir-it.
OFFERING PRAYER
A: Jesus, Bread of life,
you have set this table with your very self,
and called us to the feast of plenty.
Gather what has been sown among us,
and strengthen us in this meal.
Make us to be what we receive here,
your body for the life of the world.
C: Amen.
GREAT THANKSGIVING
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DIALOGUE

PREFACE
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,
that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ;
who on this day overcame death and the grave,
and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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HOLY, HOLY, HOLY

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
Holy God,
our Maker, Redeemer, and Healer,
in the harmonious world of your creation,
the plants and animals,
the seas and stars
were whole and well in your praise.
When sin had scarred the world,
you sent your Son to heal our ills
and to form us again into one.
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
10

Remembering, therefore,
his acts of healing,
his body given up,
and his victory over death,
we await that day when all the peoples of the earth
will come to the river to enjoy the tree of life.
Send your Spirit upon us and this meal:
as grains scattered on the hillside become one bread,
so let your Church be gathered from the ends of the earth,
that all may be fed with the Bread of life, your Son.
Through him all glory and honor is yours,
Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit,
in your holy Church,
both now and forever.
C: Amen
LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Christ has set the table with more than enough for all.
Come!
COMMUNION
When giving the bread and cup, the communion ministers say
The body of Christ, given for you.
The blood of Christ, shed for you.
and each person may respond
Amen.
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COMMUNION SONG

SONG AFTER COMMUNION Jesus Remember Me (ELW 616)
“Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom.
Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom.”
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
P: Jesus, Bread of life, we have received from your table more than we could ever ask.
As you have nourished us in this meal, now strengthen us to love the world with your own life.
In your name we pray.
C: Amen.
SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.
BLESSING
The blessing of God, who provides for us, feeds us, and journeys with us,
☩ be upon you now and forever.
Amen.
SENDING SONG I Know that My Redeemer Lives! (ELW 619)
DISMISSAL
Go in peace. You are the body of Christ.
Thanks be to God.
Postlude
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Announcements
Remember in prayer: Rowen Aldridge, Luke Antolick, Connie Barker, Bob Braucht, Dawn
Hauser, Linda and Ralph Lehman, David Mitchell, Ginny Moffitt, Bob and Phyllis Moriarity,
Kathy Neal, Rev. Donald and Ruth Nice, Jean Ann Snyder, John Truax, and all of our shut-ins;
the safety of our military troops around the world (Mark Baier, Isaac Boring, Jade Cordrey, Paul
Laidacker, Kenny Leitch, Maddison Myers, Tyler O’Neal, Adam Shaffer, Aaron Stabley,
Paul St. James, Jenna White); Family Promise and the homeless in our counties. Bishop Eaton,
our Presiding Bishop; and Bishop Collins, Bishop of the Upper Susquehanna Synod. For our
Companion Synod in Liberia and Ansbach-Wurzburg, Germany; and for the New Love Center as
it seeks to build a new food hub.
Special Thanks to this week’s helpers: Lectors –Kathy Brundick; Assisting Ministers -Deb
Heydrich and Ron Brundick; Acolyte – ; Head Usher -Kaye Long; Teller-Betty Allen; Bulletin
sponsor -Cynthia Breon; Bread Sponsor –Jean Ann Snyder.
Next week’s helpers: Lector –Karen Aucker; Assisting Ministers -Bill Ely and Ken Dougherty;
Acolyte –; Head Usher -Kaye long; Teller-Betty Allen; Bulletin Sponsor -Cynthia Breon; Bread
Sponsor –.
The altar flowers are given to the Glory of God and in celebration of Pastor Nice’s 55th
Anniversary of Ordination by Ruth and Children.
The Lutheran Church Women’s Prayer Chain is a vital ministry of St. John Lutheran.
Anyone in need of prayers is asked to contact any of the following persons:
Gloria Ely – 570-873-3597
Sarah Davidson - 570-398-0659
Joyce Braucht - 570-398-2852
Giving Plus+
Download the “Giving Plus+” app from your app store for your cell phone.
Also available on our web site. Enter your email, make up a password, and walk through the
choices to give the church an electronic donation by check or debit/credit card. People were
asking if they could give electronically by debit/credit card.
Give+ Text:
Simply send a text message to 570-865-1101 with the amount you would like to contribute.
Within a few minutes, you’ll be sent a text with a link to register. Click on the link and enter
your cardholder name and credit or debit card information. Once your registration is complete,
you will receive a text verification and a receipt of your donation via email.

13

Youth Ministry
“Grab-a-Tab”
The youth of St. John would like to ask for donations of little tabs from
beverage, soup and dessert cans. It doesn’t matter what color the tab, just
grab them and deliver them to the church office. This project will benefit
the Ronald McDonald House of Danville. “Grab-a-Tab” program allows
people of all ages to join in the effort of providing a “Home-away-fromHome” to children with cancer or other serious illnesses and their families.
Summer Camp
Sign up for Summer Camp at Camp Mt. Luther. Registration forms and Camp
Brochures are available please see Molly. Our Christian Education Ministry
encourages all our youth to attend camp and we will pay your registration fees.
Church camp is a great place to grow in your faith.

Honoring the 2021 Graduates
We will be recognizing and celebrating the accomplishments of our 2021 Graduates from High
School and College on Sunday, June 13 at the 9:30 a.m. worship service. Please join us
downstairs for a tea following the service.
Help Desk Agent
Our team members for Servant Keeper and Faithlife Church Products are driven to ensure
the success of our customers. They are willing to go the extra mile to ensure that every single
customer they interact with receives quick solutions to their problems.
Help Desk Agents are responsible for providing exceptional customer service over the
phone to our customers. The Help Desk Agent will assist customers by providing accurate
product information and addressing questions or concerns in a helpful and professional manner.
This position deals front line with customers and must always represent the company and our
customer service philosophy with the utmost integrity. This position is full-time, the
compensation starting rate is $12 an hour DOE. This position is located in Lock Haven PA.
PLEASE FOLLOW THIS LINK TO APPLY:
https://apply.workable.com/faithlife/j/6582A0F7E6/
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THIS WEEK’S EVENTS
Sunday, June 6, 2021
Gary Johnson Presiding
9:30 a.m. Nave Worship Service
7:00 p.m. NA meeting
Tuesday, June 8, 2021
7:00 p.m. A.A. and N. A. meetings
Wednesday, June 9, 2021
7:00 p.m. VBS meeting at Trinity UMC
Sunday, June 13, 2021
Honor Graduates
9:30 a.m. Nave Worship Service
7:00 p.m. NA meeting
Graduation Tea

2nd Sunday after Pentecost

3rd Sunday after Pentecost

Pastor will be on vacation until Thursday June 10.
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